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4 Pastoral Letter addressed to the Members ot the (animal feeling. While we carefally 


Protestant Episcopal Charch, m the Fastern Dio- 


ve pe avoid formality, and trusting in out- 
errs By the Right Rev. A. V. Goeiewold, e e 


ward rites, let us venerate whatever 
our Lord has ordained. Neglect 
«“ But we think, brethren. better} not the outward sign, and carefully 


(Concluded from page 170 ) 


things of you, though, * to stir up| seek for the inward grace. 
your minds by wayofremembrance,”’ || But it is not so much respecting 
** we thus speak.” We cannot sup- | their own children that pee chris- 
pose that’ you have serious doubts | tians are gener ally negligent. Those 
whether children should be brought | | who have an awakenedsense ‘of God’ F 
to Christ, and hope and exhort that | | mercies in Jesus Christ, and are se- 
no scruples of minor importance, | | riously concerned for their own sal- 
nor negligence, nor inattention, cause | vation, are not, in many cases, indif- 
you to frustrate the Lord’s will, and! ferent respecting their oflspring, 
the provisions of the church, res-| But the souls of other children are 
pecting your offspring. In the dark-|/also precious, and are purchased 
er ages of the church, when igno-|, with the same blood. Some children 
rance and superstition had obse ured |) have no parents, or none who can 
the splendours of the Saviour’s doc- assist them. Others, are orphans as 
trine, and usurped authority had | 
restrained the liberty w herewith hs ie no godf:thers or godmothers, 
Christ has made us free, there was except charity shall provide them. 
a blind reliance upon religious rites a And how excellent, how useful, is 
an undue confidence in external) such charity! To become *ponsors 
means. The propensity pe chaps | for the children of others, if it be 
now is to the opposite extreme. | done, as it ought to be, with con- 
Religious experience—the pious af- | scientious seriousness, will add some- 
fections of the heart—are unques- | thing to your cares, and perhaps to 
tionably of primary importance. But | your labours. And what great good 
even these are not to be exalted! can we ever effect, without labour 
above measure. Our purest affec-|'and care? If we “ serve God with 
tions are impure, and our salvation | that” only ‘* which costs us nothing,”’ 
of God only. There is danger cer- ithe service is of little worth. If we 
tainly of undue reliance on occasional || would live as christians, and obtain 
excitement of our passions, and of | the reward of the righteous, we mast 
ascribing that to the Spirit of God,live not to ourselves, but to the 
which is but the transient effect of Lord whose we are. If a man is 
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unwilling to do a charitable work, 
reasonably in his power, because it. 
will cost him some trouble and care. 
‘how dwelleth the love of God in | 
him?” The christian ts not to be 
weary in well-doing. We should 
rather rejoice to have the opportuni 
ty and power of contributing to the 
temporal comfort of others ; and more 
when we can promote their spiritual 
good. What greater good can we do, 
than to be instrumental in uniting 
them in covenant with their Saviour, 
and preparing them for immortal | 
blessedness ? In a christian country 
too like this, where the facility of 
religious education ts so great, and 
the means so abundant, there is less | 
ground of fear aud concern in under- | 
taking this good work, which may be 
truly called a ‘ labour of love.” 
With a moderate portion of care, the 


selves a good foundation against the 


time to come, that they may attain 
eternal life.’ =‘ They that turn 
many to righteousness shall shine as 
the stars, for ever and ever.” You 
may, in such case, say with Peter 


'* Silver and gold have I none; but 


such as I have, give I thee.” And it 
will be better to the children than 
silver or gold. Experience has fully 
confirmed the blessedness of such 
charity, and if sponsors more gener- 
ally performed their duty, the ad- 
vantages would be still more evi- 


dent. God has given his blessing to 
this charitable work. 


No christian- 
more excellent have ever adorned 
his church than many of those who 
in the language of the early father- 
were regenerated to God in their vx 
fancy. 


This truly christian practice of 


duty may, in most cases, be faithfully mutually engaging to assist in the 





performed. 

Consider seriously what weighty | 
reasons there are for your engaging | 
in this duty ; and what great advan- 
tages are likely to result from it. 
Consider, that unless some will un- 


dertake ‘he religious education of | 


children, they will, generally speak- 

ing, grow up in ignorance of their 
Saviour, and ** without God in the 
world,’ Consider, in every case to 
which you are called, whether, if 





you decline it, the duty can more | 


conveniently, or will at all, be done | 
by others? Consider which is the | 
greater evil, that a child should be! 
left to stray in the broad road of in-| 
fidelity and sin; or, that you should 
be burdened with additional cares ! 

The benefit will be great to your- | 


self. Such a work ‘Sian for the love | 


of Christ, and a pure desire to bene- | 
tit your fellow creatures, will be an 
evidence to your own conscience, | 
that the love of God dwelleth in you: 
it will brighten your hopes of immor- 
tal blessedness. Many who have not 
the means of other charity, can 4 
this, which is the greatest of ali, 
thus ‘* laying up in store for them- 


| religious education of each other's 
children, among many other benefits, 
| both to parents and children, has. 
when rightly viewed, and faithfully 


| practised, a powerful effect in pro- 


|moting among cliristian brethren, 
friendly relations, and in uniting fa- 
milies by the endearing bonds of gra- 


: a Bl) : 
titude and love. The blessing extends 


to all the parties concerned. What 
pious parent will not rejoice to be 
thus assisted, if necessary, in what 
‘concerns the present comfort, anc 
the future happiness of his children 

or will not rejoice in the reflection 
that should it please God to remove 
tigen from this life, there is one ai 





least who will, in the love of God 


| be their parent, and conduct thet 
| feeble steps through the perils of x 
sinful world, in the paths of righte 
‘ousness and peace? ‘These “kind 
| offices of charity knit together the 
hearts of God’s people, as one fa- 
mily, even one body in Christ, and 
increase the happiness of religious 
society. The sponsors will natural- 
'y regard with more tender affection. 
the child whom thus they adopt im 
the love of Christ. And the chile, 
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he arrives at maturity of under- 
standing, ought to feel, and, we sup- 
pose, will feel and cherish a grateful 
affection for his sponsors. Certainly 
there is much benefit, and many 
advantages, to encourage you tn this 
great and most inportant duty. 

Let it not, however, be supposed, 
that the care of baptized children ap- 
pertains to the sponsors only. They 
are members of God's kingdom ; they 
are a part of the christian tamily ; 
they belong to that * household of 
faith,’ to which we are * especially” 
bound to ‘do good.” Sacramentally, 
and so far as we are authorized to 
judg re of their spiritual state, they 

‘are regenerate and gratted into the 
body of Christ’s church,” and we are | 
bound to consider, and to treat them 
as God’s children by adoption, and) 
our brethren in Jesus Christ. In} 
common with us, they are branches | 
of him, the true vine. In common, 
with us, they are grafted into that | 
true olive tree, from which some of 


ae 


i} 
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lchildhood, afterwards ‘‘ turn from 
the holy commandment delivered un- 
‘to them.” We would rejoice if the 
| same might not be said of many ** bap- 

tizedin riper years.”’ But ts it true 
cof those children who so fill away 
trom the christian faith, that they 
were futhfully bronght up in the 
| Lord’s nurture and admonition ? Has 
the church, have those to whom the 
church committed this care, in po- 
thing been deficient? Had they, in 
offering the child to baptism, a lively 
faith in the promises of God, and the 
means of grace?) Did they then, and 
on suitable occasions since, fervently, 
and without ceasing, pray tor God's 
spiritual benediction? Have chris- 
tians uniformly considered and treat- 
ed those children as members of 
Christ, and branches of his family ? 
Have they duly mstructed, admon- 
ished, and watched over them, in 
\the Lord? In a word, have they, 
as the church requires and expects, 


| been ‘taught all things which a 


the branches, the unbelieving Jews, | christian ought to know and believe 


were broken off for unbelief : with us, 

they partake of the root and futness | 
of the olive tree. What man can do, | 

what can be effected by christian | 
charity, to preserve them in this tel- | 
lowshs, to prevent their being taken 
away as fruitless branches, or broken | 
off for unbeliet, as christians, we are | 
vound todo. Our too general detect | 
in this. originates tn part, as I con- | 
ceive, and, perhaps chietly, in our) 








to his souls health?” Have they 
been * virtuously brought up to lead 
a godly and a christian lite?” In 
most of these unhappy instances, 
it is belleved, could the truth be 
known, the fault has been, not m the 
institution, butin the neglect of it 
itis very impious, however common, 
to justity our neglect of duty by de- 
grading the means of grace. 

Letit then be well considered that 


inattention to a just distinction be-) the church is the guardian of bapti- 
tween those who are in the church,| zed children, and is sacredly bound 
and those who are in the world. We) to nourish them with maternal care. 
are not to love the latter less th: in She has wisely provided for their 
we now do ; but the former more tor | instruction, by requiring three spon- 
the Lord’s sake,—for their union | sors; but all the three may die, or 
with Christ, —for their covenant with | be absent, or neglect the duty. Such 
God. How dreadful is the thought, | spiritual orphi ins, who have neither 
that when the Lord has given such; godfather nor godmother to nourish 
testimonials of his love and favour to} their souls and instruct them in the 
baptized children, they may at last,} Lord, are not to be left destitute. 
through our negligence, be lost! We) All christians are their spiritual fa- 
often enough hear the obyection, und} thers and mothers ; all are bound, 
we too ofien see the melancholy fact, | as occasion offers, and need requires, 
that those who were baptized in} toconduct them in the paths of virtue, 
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and religton. 
dence in the correctness and import 

ance of the remark, that much of the 
evil under consideration, 1s owing to 
inattention to the religious state of 
bapuzed children, and to the duties 
which we owe them as members of 
Christ. How affecting ts our blessed 
Saviour’s regard for little children, 
as we have it recorded in the 10th 
chapter of St. Mark, and the Isth 
of St. Matthew, compared with pas- 
sages corresponding. With what kind 
affection does he take them in his 
arms and bless them. He declares 
such to be worthy members of his 
kingdom : he proposes them as the 
pattern for all true christians : pro- 
nounces a blessing on those who in 


his name receive, and a judgment. 


upon such as offend them * 

But be it still remembered, that it 
is especially the duty of those who 
bring children to baptism, to see to 
their religious education. In a par- 
ticular and spiritual sense, they are 
your children. Would you forsake 
those, whom, in Christ, you have 
adopted?) ‘he church has entrust- 
ed them to your care. In private 
baptism, (which is permitted, and 
ought to be practised, only im cases 
of necessity,) it should be constder- 
ed, that you who present the children 
are bound as their sponsors ; and 


though the formalities of the bap- 


tismal covenint should not, as the 
church has appointed, be observed, 
you should not be the less willing to 
perform the important duty. All be- 
lieving parents should consider them- 
selves bound to do this for their chil- 
dren. Both reason and religion re- 
qire it at their hands. 

Let it not satisfy your conscience 


to have engaged in so good a work. 


In ancient times, sponsors were con- 


* To offend, means to put a stumbling 
block in their way—to cause them to fall 
from their christian profession. It ought 


then to be seriously considered whether, to 
neglect the religious educetion OL chilcren, 
be not in fact to olfead them, 
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I repeat, with conti- | 


} 





ARY 


sidered as guardians of the spiritual 


jlife of those children tor whom they 


had become sureties ; by wholesome 
restraints and good instructions they 
conducted them in the paths of god- 
liness ; and cherished for them a 
particular and tender allection. Se 
‘tender, so parental, was supposed to 
be this afiection, that, by a law of Jus- 
‘tintan, afterwards contirmed in some 
councis,* aman might not marry a 
woman, for whom, when she was a 
child, he had been a spousor. How- 
ever unwarrantable may have been 
the prohibition, the aflection which 
it supposes, ought to be realized. 
The relation ts near avd interesting, 
and connected with the purest prin- 
ciples of faith and prety. With your 
heart, and in your prayers, devote 





j}and commend them to their God and 


Saviour, With unremitting vigilance 
watch over their morals, and guide 
them tn the way they should go. 
You should carefully instruet them in 
the nature, the privileges, and obh- 
gations of that covenant of life eter- 
vnal, into which they were admitted 
by baptism. ‘Teach them the fall of 
may; the wickedness of an unre- 
jnewed heart; the mercy of God in 
Jesus Christ; and all the duties of a 
christian lite. At suitable times, 
and on suitable occasions, ** call up- 
on them to hear sermons,” and to be 
| constant and devout in them attend- 
jance on divine worship. ‘The most 
fessential “articles of the christian 
faith,” are brietly ** contained in the 
apostles’ creed ;"? which therefore 
| should be taught and explained. The 
i valgar prejudice which, of late years, 
has been excited against creeds, ori- 
ginates, we may fear, in hostility to 
the doctrines which they teach. If 
any can discover that this venerable 
‘formula of christian futh does not 
Contain a true summary of the most 
essential truths and doctrines reveal- 
ed and taught in the sacred scrip- 
‘tures; or if they can substitute a 











| * See Bingham, vol. 1, page 513. 
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better compendium of what is most 
necessary to be received, let them 
reject the apostles’ creed: 
bering, however, 


remem 


teach mn sermons, or other discou; 

except it be in the pure and unpes 
verted language of the Divine Spirit, 
rests as much, at least, on human au- 
thoritv, as the creeds and articles 
adopted by the church. ‘Till we can 
find a better, let us venerate and 
avail ourselves of this, which as the 
most ancient, and most approved ; 
not esteeming it the less because our 
toretithers, for many ages, 
these words, 


have in 
“with their mouth made 
confession unto salvation; *’ nor be- 
cause such myriads of sarits and mar- 
tyrs have testitied and sealed with 
their blood, that this is * the gospel 
which they preached, which they 
received, and wherein they stood ; 
hy which only they were saved,”’ 
You ought to pray for children 
and with them, and teaeh therm to 
pray; and especially to * learn,” to 
understand, and to use *t the Lord's 
prayer.” 
deed, this seems to be as little es-. 
teemed, and as little used, as the 
creed ; bit, till you can tind a better 


pr ayer,and one prescribed by greater 


authority, to teach your children, 
teach them this. * The ten com- 
mandments ” are an epitome of the 
moral Jaw; they are a summary of, 
the duty whieh we owe to God, and | 
to our fellow creatures. Let these | 
be taught them, and duly explained, 
not forgetting carefully and continu; |) 
ally to direct their view to the ‘two 
commandments,’ on which, as our 
Lord has shewn, ‘hang all the law 
and the prophets ;’’—to love God 
with all our heart, with the utmost 
energy of the soul and miad ; 
love our neiwhbour as ourself, domy 
to others as we desire them to do to us. 


that whatever they | 


j 


‘Swhich os, 


(hke unto him; 


md have in continual remembrance, 


‘what a solemn vow, promise, and 


profession they mia le by vou, “when 
by the sacramental covenant, they 
were “mace members of ( tirist, 


children of God, and inheriors ot hes 
kingdom.’ "Keach them what faith 
and diligence God requires, on thea 
part, to make 
tion sure, 


hem o' alling and elee- 
“and finally inherit eterna! 
lite. For this purpose, itis of the 
‘that these chal 

dren be virtuously brought up to lead 
a godly and a christian lite 
| bering 

‘present 


utmost importance 


remem, 
always, Chat baptism doth re 

unto us Our pProfesston ; 
our Saviour Christ, and to be made 
that as be dred, and 
rose again for us, so should we, who 
lare baptised, die from sin, and rise 
again unto righteousness ; continually 


Hmortitying all our evil and corrupt 


By some christians, ine || 


|svlemn promise and yow ; 


, jaflections, and daily proceeding in all 


virtue and godliness of living.” 

| Finally, let it be duly considered 
| and care ‘fully taught them, that ata 
/ suitable time, when their understand 
\ings are matured, and their minds 
well instructed, they ought, in God's 
| presence, and be fore the congrega 
1 thon of bie people, to take upon them 
selves the baptismal obligation : to 
\** renew,” in their own name, ** the 
ratifying 
‘and conlirming the same; and ac- 
| knowledging themselves bound to 
| beheve and to do all those things, 
| which their sponsors then undertook 
for them.” ‘So soon as they are suf- 


| oe . . ; « 
| ficeently mstructed in the churel ca- 


| 


techism, set forth for that purpose ;"' 


’ 


|) 30 soon as they have obtained a com. 


| petent knowledge 


‘These, ‘* and all other things which 
a Christian ought to know and beheve | 


to his soul’s health,’ should baptized | 


of their duty to 


| God, and of their salvation in Chvist, 


and to | 


sion ¢ 


cand are prepared, with a right faith, 
" 


hand sincere picty, to devote them- 


ti 
i} 


selves to God, in a religious profes. 
they should be brought.” 


'with their own voluntary consent and 
{ desire * to the bishop 5” 


they should 


children be carefully taught, that they \ be instructed how, and when, to ic- 
i ceive conhirinaton. 


may know and clearly understand, | 


to tollow the example ot 


— 
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May the Lord in lis great goodness 
and mercy, give you hearts and wis- 
dom to perform these very important 
dutes: may he guide you by his 
Spirit, and strengthen you with his 
grace. Great, and most encouraging, 
are the promises, which, in lis word, 
he gives to those parents, and others, 
who bring up children in his fatth and 
fear. If you do your duty as spon- 
sors ; as their parents in Christ ; as 
iviends to their souls; if you watch 
over their steps, and commend them 
to God in your daily prayers ; if you 
give them seasonable counsel, and 
wholesome instruction ; lead them 
inthe paths of virtue, and the way 
of salvation ; train them up in the 
way a clurstwn should go, and ac- 
cording to the precepts and the ex- 
ample of their blessed Saviour ; you 
may humbly hope, that in them and 
tor them, God, even your own God, 
will give you lis blessing,—will re- 
ward both you and them, for this 
tabour of love. Through the instru- 
mentality of your pious care, God 
will preserve them from many evils 
of the present life; he will make 
them a comfort to yourselves, and a 
blessing to the world ; and in a better 
world, will make them your crown 
of rejoicing. With grateful affection 
they will remember, to their latest 
breath, your pious care ; and, through 
endless ages, will bless their God, 
for such friends indeed. 

That the Lord may give you grace 
for his sake, and for the Jove of their 
souls, in due time and place to bring 
your children to Christ; and that 
the rest of your conduct and care 
may be ‘according to this beginning,’ 
‘s the humble prayer of 


Your friend and spiritual pastor, 


A. V. GRISWOLD. 


—_ + 


. The Address of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase 
of Ohio, delivered before the last Annual 
Convention of that diocese, possesses 
claims not only to our respectful notice, 


— 
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but tothe attentive perusal} of al] the meim- 
bers of our church. It exhibits much of 
that freedom aud home-coming port of 
exhortation and remark, which impart to 
the most u-cful ministerial addresses, their 
chief power to interest and profit thers 
hearers. ‘Dhe topics are all of the most 
nnportant nature; they are discussed in 
an energetic and practical manner; and 
entorced with that union of afiection, ear- 
nestuess, and authority, which forms the 
happiest idea of the Episcopal character, 
A few of our columns are cheerfully given 
upto the msertion of some of its most use- 
tu! passages. | 





My dear brethren of the clergy.— 
We spend much of our time in preach- 
ing to others: wall it not be becom- 
ing, On an occasion like the present, 
ito preach a few words to ourselves ? 
For that purpose | have selected a 
text, winch, while it imphes a deep 
knowledge of our own deficiencies, 
seems to press on us the necessity of 
doimyg all we can to supply therm. 

It is written in 2 Cor. un. 16,—Whe 
is sufficient for these things / 

The apostle was speaking of the 
discharge of his duty, in preaching 
the gospel, in general ; and especi- 
ally in censuring the wicked, and en- 
couraging the good. In these, and 
all other official duties, he maintains, 
that the ministers of Christ, in their 





God, through Jesus Christ. ** We 
are, unto God, a sweet savour of 
Christ; in them that are saved and 





in them tbat perish. To the one, 
we are a savour of death unto death ; 
and to the other, a savour of life un- 
to lite.’ ‘Then the apostle asks, in 
the words of the text, ‘‘ and who ts 
sufficient for these things?” 

For the discharge of the manifold 
duties involving the fate of immortal 
souls, alas! who is suflicient ?- None 
—none are sufficient of themselves to 
think any thing, as of themselves, mach 
less to do what is acceptable ; ‘* but 
(as he a little further on adds) our 
sufficiency is of God.” 

Let us then pursue the method 








| pointed out by the apostle ; showing 








proper characters, are accepted of 
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how difficu't§ and 
riestly otlice is ; and, trom thes dit- 
he culty: and dunger, argue the bouaden 
duty, in every clergyman, to see *k 
aidf ‘om Godin all the means of grace. 
Whit. then, does God require in lus 
ministers ? 
is of God. What os that ’ 
crency 1g hevery minster is bound 
to atta, by the manifold meaus ot 
grace, which, to that end, God has 
bestowed on him, viz. extensive know- 
ledge ; greal pru fences 
viating r holiness of ly 
My trst item is extensive knowledge 
-Why ’ 
tures have declared, that °* The 
preest 8 lips should keep for presery eC 
knowledge.” Ile is to be, as it were, 
a treasurer, to have always in posses- 
sion, not only what will serve his 
own personal use, bat that of all an- 
der bis care. His repository of Di- 
vine knowledge must be such, so 
ample, so well preserved, 
wellarransed, that the people, when 
obeying the injunction which imme- 
diately follows, may never be disap- 
pointed. ‘* The priest's lips should 
veep knowledge; and rury (t. e. the 
people comuutted to is charge,’ 
SHOULD SEEK THE LAW AT HIS MOUTH, 
(Malu. 7.) Cuan this be conststent 
with that scantiness of fearning, that 


sterility of mind, that ignorance of | 


Divine things, too often observable 
in those who have thrust themselves 
into the priestly office?) Can this 
treasury of Divine kuowledge be | 
compared with those empty head 
and vacant shelves. whose possessors, 
when they have preached a few sev- 
mons, have nothing turther to supply |) 
the exigencies of immortal 
We think not: for our blessed Sayi- 
Our Says, scribe, that t: 
instrueted 


200i 


that ** every 
ihe kingdom of hei 
ts Jikhe unto a man that is an house- 
holder, which bringeth forth, out of 
Lis treasure, things new und old.” 
Surely, af all other arts aud eall- 
ings demend knowledge ( 


viniry, the oreatest ot all, cannot 
-_ 


Bishop Chase's Ad 


dangerous the | 


‘That suthoeney which | 
The suth- | 


and an unde- 


Because the Holy Scrip | 


{ 
and so) 


|} Once 
often does such an one, 


e | fo has charge. 


a i 
cial of });- | 


‘ress 19s 


be professed without knowledge, and 
that in an extensive degree 
From speaking of Anowledge in 
general, as requisite in a minister of 
Jeaus Cirist, Longht descend lo par 
ticulars : 

From a detriency in these part- 
culars, many clergymen have made 
but a bad use of their veneral know. 
ledge of divinity. Koowledge is hike 
the materials tor building : it may be 
good, and in plenty; and yet, a the 
several parts thereol be not well se- 


lected and arranged, so that each 
order may be distinctly seen, and 


each compartinent, as to beauty and 
use, clearly pers eived, great contu 
sion will ensue ; and the etlect wall 
be disgusting, By the help ot this 
simile, contemplate a clergyman de- 
ficient in these particulars, attempt- 
ing to discharge the several duties 
‘lof his othee, the mode of which ts 
] left to his discretion. flear his dis- 
_ courses in public and in private. Or 
| Positive Dheolugy, or those necessary 
/parts of our speculative faith, re- 
| vealed in Holy Scriptures, how often 
i is he so inadequi ite a teacher, that 
| he leaves the minds of his hearers 
| quite in the dack, for want of due 
distinction in the statement of them. 
| Of Polemical Pivinity, or that kind 
(of knowledge of Divine subject; 
which enablea us to detend the faith 
delivered to the saints, how 
from want of 
rather 


| proper distinctions, expose, 


‘than aid, the cause of truth ? 


s, {| It bei sing the character of a shep- 
herd, not only to feed, but to defend, 


ithe aheep ; he, who stands in the 
| place of the Great Shepherd of souls, 


' i should always be found armed wit b 


i the proper weapons ot the gospel of 


H truth, tu deyend the lambs committed 


And what can he do 
to Us purpose who knows not the 


W avenues through which the enemies, 
\the wolves and tygers that devour 


the flock, make their a ipproach 7 
Wany aclergyman has weakened the 


eause of iruth, and exposed the Chris 





po Gin SS Ge 1 ‘~=- 


2 a rege - 














AM oul - 








or 





200 


tian souls under his care, to heresy 
and infidelity, by not knowing the 
true point in debate ; or by not ma- | 
naging it with that skill and distinetion 
which are characteristic of digested 
knowledge and a well disciplined 
mind. 

If you hear him on subjects em- 
bracing that all-important branch of 
amunister’s duty, denominated Ciusu- 
rstteal Divinity, how apparent is his | 
deficiency and inability to do justice | 
io his calling?) How can he resolve 
difficulties in cuses of conserence, who, 
perhaps, never stated them to his 
own mind; or if he did, never so 
digested them, as to be able to ave 
a prompt answer according to truth ? | 

The next head, in the division of | 
aur discourse, 1s, the abs@lute ne- 
cessity of Great Prupence, to form 
that godly sutliciency mentioned by 
the apostle. 

By prudence, 1 understand that 
whichis sometimes, termed wisdom; 
and which ts alluded to by our bles- 
sed Saviour, when sending forth his 
disciples into a wieked world, and 
directing them how to contend with | 
sinful man, aud how to convert sin- | 
ners to holiness. ‘* Behold, I send | 
you forth as sheep in the medst of 
wolves; be ye, therefore, wise as ser- | 

ents, and harmless as doves.” 

This prudence, or wisdom, relates 
to ourselves, to our individual tami- 
lies, to the particular flocks commit- | 
ted to our charge, and to the church | 
at large. Vo be deficient in this | 
quality of aclergyman, in these re-| 
spects, is to mur the whole face of! 
our characters, and to render our 
very profession useless. A clergy- 
man’s personal, is intimately connect- 
ed with his official, character ; if the 
former be hable, through lack of 
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ibe one,” 





prudence, to misinterpretation, the 
latter, even in cases where the heart 
is right, and the intention good, must 
suffer. We owe 
ourselyes, so to behave, that “ our 
good be not evil spoken of.’ Weowe 








it to ourselves, to open no door 


| 
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whereby false brethren within, o1 
wicked enemies trom without, can, 
through our sides, wound the peace 
of the church, and hinder the pro- 
gress of the gospel. God requires 
this at our hands. It is no inferior 
part of that sufficiency which is from 
him, and to his glory. 

Again: we must manifest our wis- 
dom in ali things relating to our own 
individual families ; teaching and go- 
verning them in the ways of piety 
and virtue. A clergyman’s usefol- 
ness, in a very great measure, de- 
pends on this part of his ministerial 
sufhicireney : and, as such, it is in 


. 


sisted on, as an indispensable quali 


| feation, in every christian shepherd, 


by the inspired apostle. He must 
saith he, ‘that ruleth 
his own house ; having his children 
in subjection, with all gravity : for, 
if a man know not how to rule his 
own house, how shall he take care 
of the church of God.” 1 Tim. in. 4. 

What can be the reason, then, that 
many clergymen (I speak now of the 
whole order as such,) are so egregi- 
ously deficient in this particular /— 
They have much to say to their pa- 
rishes, (and the more, if well said, 
the better,) about aholy, sober, and 
godly life; but little, of this sort, to say 
to their own families. They can 
teach others to be ‘* discreet, chaste, 
keepers at home, good, obedient to 


therr own husbands, that the word of 


Giod be not blasphemed ; while their 
own Wives are, perhaps, the greatest 
GOSsIps, busy-bodies, and tattlers, in 
the parish. ‘They can preach an ex- 
cellent sermon to young men and 
young women; exhorting them fo 
obey their parents ; to be sober-mind- 
ed; in all things showing themselves 
a pattern of good works: while their 
own children are left at loose ends : 


‘their sons ignorant, impudent, and 
disobedient : foul in their language, 
it, therefore, to| dishonest in their dealings, and re 
| gardless of the truth ;—their daugh- 


ters vain, idle, and disrespectful in 
their manners: neglecting every use 
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ful branch of temale education; and 
mindful only of these frivolous ac- 
complishments, praised only, in the 
almost only books they read, Novels 
and Romances. 

Let it. then, be one 
point, to manifest our wisdom and 


important 


pradent sutherency, as gospel munis- 
ters, by ruling weil our own families, 
mid by ‘training our children up in 
he nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.’ 
Avain : 
inal rudence, Tritust bye 
ia all that relates to our parishes, 


‘ 


and the people committed to ont 


, 


our sufi wncv., ba tewdom 


monitested 


charge. 
And here, at eve ry 
cover, the great importance of this 


step, we dis- 
part of our suibyes L. We should be 
wise mn our general deportment Lo 
ill. Mindiul of the digatty of our 
“taiuhon, as embassadors of Cod to- 
wards man, we should be caretul, 
that we dishonour not our calling, hy 
miXINg with low and victous COULPAUnyY, 
and tamely listening to thete vile dis- 
course, through any hope of popu- 
larity. ‘This as but to degrade our- 
selves, without exalting them. And 
should forwet, that 


vet, we never 


those very persons are the obrecis Of |! 


our mission into a wicked werld. ‘To 
approach them, and converse with 
them, is our duty ; but it should al- 
wavs be as Moses approached the 
children of Israel, from the mount 
of God; with a heavenly radianey 
ibout our characters, at once com- 
inanding respect and love. 

To the tathful and obedient disei- 
ples oi the blessed Jesus, we should 
endeavour to imitate the conduct of 


our adored Master to St. John. We | 


should cultivate their love, and gain 
their contidence ; that to as they may 


4 


| tection, 





tual, while we scdulously reheve 
their temporal, wants. 
) ‘To the rich and honourable in our 
| parishes, we should be doubly pru 
While we respect them to: 
their stations tn hte, and cultivate 
their frendship, for the noble pur. 
pose of exciting to good works, in the 
‘support of the church of God, we 
‘are never to forget, that we are thei 
spiritual fathers, endowed with au 
thority. trom on high; yea, most 
strictly commmanded to reprove them 
tor there vices, to exhort them unto 
repentince, and to demand of them 
a strict conformity to the salutary 
alas ipline ot the church of Christ. 
ln our public discourses, being 
addressed to all, we should take care 
that all have their portion in due 
season; ever remembering that we 
ire placed as stewards of the manitold 
erace of God. 

Should the blasphemies of Atheism, 
por the vapid arguments of Deism, be 
cain-cirenlation among our flocks, our 

Master commands us to pat on the 
whole armour of God, and fight the 
eood tight of faith. 

fa short, we bear such a manifold 
relation to the souls committed to our 
charge, that, to be unmindful of the 
dictates of prudence and wisdom, in 
ithe discharge of our several duties 
-resulluing trom those relations, would 
involve the highest crime. We are 
cmibassadors ot God to themward : 
pand diey are the * people ready,” by 
pnatare, ‘io perish,” to be saved by 
voour ministration. We are their 
teachers, and they are our scholars, 
seeking the saving knowledge of the 
gospelat our mouth. We are their 
shepherds. and they our flocks, look. 
jing to us for spiritual food and pro- 
Who then is sufficient for 


dent. 


resort for advice and comtort, in all |) these things ? 


the difficulties and troubles of life ; | 


and when reposing on us, they should 
ever find faithful friends, able and 
willing advisers. 
In relation to the poor of our pa- 
rishes, we must not forget their spiri- 
Vol. HL—-No. 7 





An important duty, by our canons, 


| ; a 
| devolves upon every parish minister, 
and especially on such as are mem- 


‘bers of the standing committee, in 


;recommending candidates for Holy 
Bi 0, he ae Ps 


and few things deserve more 
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pradence than this. I have now been 
in the ministry twenty-two years ; 
and most of the disturbances which 
have arisen in consequence of admit- 
ting improper characters to orders, 
might have been prevented, had | 
those clergymen who recommended 
them exercised that prudence of 
which we ure now speaking ; for b: id | 
clergymen are generally found to 
have been bad from the beginning. 
Oh, what a weight of sorrew must 
hang on the mind of a conscientious 
minister, for having been imprudently 
the means of introducing, to the 
sanctuary of God, a wicked and un 
sanctified man! What agony must 
pierce his breast when he sees the 


wolf, which he had been the means of 


admitting into the fold, tearing the 
lumbs, and scattering the sheep upon 
the mountains ! 

Again: prudence, or wisdom, 
should be exercised by every cler- 
gyman, in relation to the church at 
large, by avoiding every thing that 
may look like party or party names. 
Against the sin of sciism, we suppli- 
cate the Divine grace in our prayers. 
May we, therefore—may the apos- 
tohe church 1m this, our dear coun- 
try, never admit this deadly sin wn 
this shape. 

The third general head of our dis- 
course, was to show, that an undevia- 
ting, exemplary holiness of heart and 
life, is absolutely necessary to form 
that sufficiency mentioned in the text. 

Every holy man is not, therefore, 
a minister of Christ; but every min- 
ister of Christ must be a holy man, 
or he is a woli in sheep’s clothing, 
the worst of traitors to his Master, 
and the basest of hypocrites. 

By aholy man, | mean a good man ; 
good i in heart ; and good in his life 
and dealings w ts mi nied : upright 
and just ; ‘faithful to his word and 
promise ; ; honest, honourable, and 
candid ; above the mean arts and low 
maxin- of policy by which the world 
are governed ; obliging to his friends 
forgiving to his enemies, and merei- 


| 
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ful to the poor and needy ; submissive 
to his suporiors in church and state 
and all this fromthe best of motives . 
from a principle ot faith, which 
love to God and 
mon: love which leadeth him to hy. 
| prayers, prayers in public and in 
private ; and, when there, makes his 
devotions arise to God, as the morn- 
ing and evening incense ; love which 
manifests the grace of God shed 
abroad in tis heart, constituting bim 
a new map, formed and fashioned 
after the pattern of his heavenly 
Master, in dealing jastly, loving mer 
ey, and walking humbly. This t- 
that good man, whom we call a holy 
man; and, if without this holiness 
the scriptures affirm, no man can see 
the Jord above, how should he who 
is deficient therein be permitted to 
serve at God’s altar here below ’ 
There is, to every pious mind, some- 
thing so disgustingly incongruous in 
a bad minister, that all other qualifi- 
cations are, im him, as nothing. Sup- 


| pose him to speak with the tongues 
(of men and angels ; to possess all 


knowledge, and have prudence to set 
off his gifts io the best advantage, 
and, at the same time, known to be 
a bad man ; to be deficient in holiness 
of heart and lite, what will all his 
eloquence and learning avail to the 
conversion of souls to God, or to the 
edification of his church ? They will 
be as sounding brass, and a tinkling 
eymbal. What will his prudence 
avail, in recommending the cause o! 
religion ? It will be justly regarded 
as the contemptible arts and manwu- 
verings of a hypocrite, (o accomplish, 
under the veil of a sanctimoiffous ex. 
terior, some base and sinister purpose. 

It is, then, an exemplary and un- 
dey iating holiness of heart and life 
that is to be the crown and perfection 
of a minister's sufficiency. Without 


this, all is a dead body ; a putrid 
carcass, offensive to God and man. 
In common with the rest of man- 
kind, the minister of Christ is con- 
corned to be a good and holy man. 
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for his own sake, 1. e. to save bis own {! the history of Israel prior to the gy- 


soul le, 


as well as they, 


an unholy life, must, at the last judg- |) 
jfrom Egypt; and furmeshes certain 
| proot that the Sabbath had an eau her 


ment, be doomed to everlasting pun- 
ishments, where the worm dieth not, 
Besides 


motive to 


and the fire is not quenched. 
this, he has the additional 
be agood man, for the sake of others, 
for the whom he 
may be the in-trument of introducing 
iO the kingdom of heaven. It he tail 
i this, the express destin of bis pro- 
and that, through the etlect 
ot his bad example, what rht of 
cult must hang upon his head! Tow 
deep will at sink his conscious 
in misery, when, to the just Judge 
of men and angels he giveth in his 
account. It willthen be seen that 
those whom he was sent tosave were 
lost through the influence of his un- 
holy conversation! (Vith this view 
of the subject, mare f, <a a pro- 
ression is that of a clergyman ; 
how detestable ae Rent ter ts that of 
a bad ove! ‘Vo link his 
souls of thousands, and then betray | 
Hoth himself and themto the enemy, 
and together sink into eternal flames ! 
My brethren, the words of our or- 
dination service are so appropriate | 
to this part of our subject, that it 
would be criminal in me, in closing || 
it, to omit them. ‘* Have always, 
therefore, in) remembrance, 
creat a treasure is committed to your | 
charge. For they are the sheep of || 


sOtils 


sake of the 


tession 


a wells 


soul 


ana || 


Christ, which he bought with his | 
death, and for whem he shed his) 
bloed. The church and congr ega- | 


tion whom ye serve is his spouse madi 
body. And if it shall happen that the } 
same church, or any member thereof, 
take any hurt or hindrance by reason | 


greatness of the fault, and also the | 
horrible punishment that will ensue,” 


For the Repertory. 
{LLUSTRATIONS OF OBSCURE AND DIFFI-" 


CULT PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, 
(Continued from page 170 ) 


““—So, the people rested on the seventh | 
iay.”"—Ex. xvi. 50. 


This passage refers to a period of | | 


tn the history of the early 


if 
by living |, 


ing of the law at Sinar, and but avery 
short time after their deliverance: 


than the other Mose 
Its origin is seen, from 


observance 
iostituttons. 


the second chapte r ot (senestis, to 


al with the creation : 
tntimations found 
aves ot the 
world, we learn, that time was, in the 
days of Noah and the subsequent 
patriarchs, measured by weeks ; and 
are, authorised to inter 
the constant observance of the Sab- 
bath trom the creation to the days of 
Moses. 

* And God spake all these words saying, 
{ am,’ We. a ae 2 

By examining the different refer- 
ences to the external circumstances 


been Coe 


from several 


have 
and 


theretore, 


vattending the giving of the law, it 


suul to the r 


\ gregation encampe? 
\ voice seems to have produced an 


| 


| watt appear pretty evident, that the 


* were uttered 
Lord trom amidst the contla- 


* ten comm: mndments’ 


i by the 


i lt of Sinai, im a voice distinctly 


immense con- 
ra} 1 he ‘fore it. This 


impression of terror and disinay quite 


“overpowering on the minds of ihe 
| trembling auditors, 
| them the request, that all the future 


wisi | communications from God might be 


extorting toom 


made through the mediation of Moses, 
It does not appear that a similar ex- 


‘| hibition to the whole assembly was, 
|, on any other occasion, repeated. 





* Which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” 
Ex, xx, 2. 


The ten commandments contain, 


|, according to the explanation of our 
of your negligence, you know the |, 


Saviour, and the apostles, and from 
the nature of the precepts themselves, 
an universal law, essentially and ne- 
cessarily binding with equal force on 
every member of the human family. 
‘The extensiveness of the obligation 
is neither limited nor rendered doubt- 
ful, by the peculiar consideration of 


|yratitude by which it is here incul- 
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cated upon the people of Israel. Al- separating the Jewish nation from all 
though the obligation to obedience ts, other people; and the regulations 
the same every where, the motives Hi nec essary Lo preserve thisdistinction, 
that may justly be urged to enforce || the spec jal use of m: any of the pre- 
it, are as various as the diflerent |! cepts both of their ritual, and civil 
cirumstances of men. code, are not, at this remote period, 
* Remember the Sabbath day.’--Px. xx. 8. |) | distinc tly perceived. But such as 
An argument has been de ‘rived |. are understood, uniformly evince in 
from the word, ‘ remember.” em- a high degree, the wisdom and good- 
ployed to enjoin obedience to this) ness of their divine author: and de- 
command, in proot of the previous mand the implicit acquiescence of 
existence of the Sabbatical institution. | our faithin the exccHeney and atility 
That fact, however, as has been | of those whose desien is lost. in the 
shown. does not depend upon the | obscurity of forgotten customs, and 
plausible support, which is the best) a remote antiquity. Of the Mosai: 
that can be claimed, from the phra- tustitutions and laws, 
seology of this precept ; aad which Some are of universal moral obhi 
is not entitled tomuch weieht. Thus | gation: and would have bound the 
injunction, like the rest of the ten, i Whoie buinan family, had they never 
all of which were likewise presiously | been promulgated in the form of a 
in force, might have been staicd in written daw. Of this nature are the 
more express and imperative terms, precepts of the Decalogue, and many 
without im the least derogating vom | others, witch occur without any or 
the proof of its prior aud universal |derly arrangement in different part- 
obligation. And precepts peculiar ‘of the Mosaic writings ; and are con 
to the Mosaic dispensation, might, firmed, and spe cifically applied, in 
onthe other hand have been entore- , every subsequent portion of divine 
ed by the injunction, * to remember,’ || revelation. 
without referring their origin to a) 2. Another, and the largest por- 
tion of these divine institutions are 
“ Now these are the judgments vwlichthou ; typical. 'Phey are visible, and im- 
shalt set before them 3? XMe.—Exodus xsi. 1. | pressive represent itlons of the my> 
The words ‘statutes,’ * judgments,” . tertes of the Kedeemer’s kingdom : 
commands,’ and * ordinances, are | intended to assist the faith of ancient 
applied to different parts of the slo-) believers, in the great doctrines o: 
sate system of laws: apparently, with- | salvation, which afterwards became 
is being intended exactly to desig- | the subjects of a clearer revelation 
vate the discrimmating properues of! ina brighter dispensation. They are 
each. Each of those laws according || equi ily suited to illustrate to the 
to the diflerent aspects la which itl chris ‘tian behever the sublime ob 
may be regarded, would admit of the || jects of his faith. Having fulfillec 
promiscuous application ef aiy of. the purpose for which they were 
those terms. As the resu:t of the I) wiv en, the typical institutions ceaseé 
divine wisdom, they are expressively | of course to possess the torce of law, 
denominated ¢ judgments :° as pernmia- | when fulfilled in the revelation of the 
nent and stable in their nature, they | Son of God. 
are denominated * statutes :? as ema- 3. Another class of the Mosaic in 
galing from the highest author ity, ai stitutions, are to be regarded as forn 
they t take the name of ‘ ordinances :’ \ ing a civil code for the governmeu’ 
and to express their binding force |; ot the Jewish state. Many of thei: 


higher date. 


they are styled ‘commands.’ 1 laws grew out of their peculiar cir- 


Ow: ig to the pecuhar design hee Ws [esnstances - and, while they are t 
be regarded as strictly according te 


divine providence bad to answer 
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the great principles of reciprocal jus- | 
tice. and civil right, oblige no other 
state to their adoption, further than 
a similarity of circumstances shall 
exist between them and the Jewish. 
To this class are to be reterred 
certain laws adapted to restrain and 
regulate the consequences of evils, 


some of whi hy, were of amoral: 

ture, which the Divine Onmiscrence 
foresaw would always exist in the 
Jewish community ; and of which, 


regarded abstractly, no approbation 
was expressed by these regulations. 
Of this nature are polygamy, slavery, 
war, and some other practices which 
grew of necessity, out of the human 
passions. 

1. Many of the regulations of the 
Jewish community, were manitestly 
adapted to preserve it from relapsing 
into the idolatrous practices of the 


MISCELLANEOUS 


For the Rep 


(Communicated 


‘ytorv, 


it has always appeare d to me, that 
ol all uninspired Writings which are 
intended fur our improvement in: 
practical piety, those are the most 
influential in general, which exhibit 
un exemplitication of the lessons they 
would inculcate, 
eminent christians. Or, in a 
words, christian biography, ts 


tow 
In ge 

the most usetul description of 
Were the pages 


neral, 
religrous reading. 
of the 
adorued with short accounts of pious 
personages, or anecdotes of distin-| 
vuished christians, they would be! 
rendered at once, more interesting | 
and more useful. The good old pre- 
late of Sodur and Man, the excellent! 
bishop Wilson, who is renowned as | 
wellior his indefatigable labours in 
every department of diocesan and_ 
parochial usefulness, as for the pe 
rity and sanctity of his private cha-! 


j 
' 


trom the Memoirs of Bis 





ny Wilso: eo 


surrounding countries, to which they 
ever discovered a strong propensity. 
Of this class appear to have been 
many ot the distinctions between 
nd unclean animals ; the mode 
their sacritices ; and 

injunction relative to 
many things, tm themselves, mat- 

festly indiflerent, but whieh, when 

viewed in their relation to the prac- 

tices of their idolatrous nerghbours, 

are seen to be worthy of the express 

reculations to which divine 

Wis ple ased to subject them. 

The Mosaic laws, wisely adapted 

, to these usetul ends, seen 0 
be worthy of their heavenly origin, 

evincing the same omniscrence in 

their contrivance, the same beneti- 
cence in their tendeacy, which so 
conspicuously distinguishes every 

part of the divine revelation. 


cleana 
ot conducting 
the detinite 


coodness 


are 


DEPARTMENT. 


lall generations. Permit me to re- 
quest that you will publish for the 
tbenetit of your readers, the follow- 
ti ing account of his imprisonment for 
conscience sake, which | have ex- 
tri 
| lite. 
_ ‘+ We must now follow bishop Wil 





where he evidenced the same piety, 
charity, and disinterestedness which 
had characterized all his previous 
conduct. ‘The cause of his imprison- 


in the lives of some | son from his palace to a_ prison ; 


Nepertory more frequently |ment was, the fearless discharge of 
his duty in a contest which rose be- 


tween the spiritual and temporal 
courts of the island, respecting their 
mutual power. The jurisdiction of 
the bishop had for many years been 
exposed to invasion by the civil au- 
thorities ; and the laws of the church 
were frequently violated, and eccle- 
siastical censures evaded by their 
illegal interference. Captain Horne, 
who at this period was governor, 





racter, deserves to be remembered. 


as an example by every chris tian, iny in his office ; 


reh in! 


mament to the chy 


an Yas an or 





seems to have exercised great tyran- 
and much distress 
prevailed in the island from his arbi 


icted from a brief memoir of his | 
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bxtracts from the Memoirs of Bishop Wilson 


FEBRUARY, 


trary conduct. Bishop Wilson, who | voured, both by menaces and suffer- 
was accustomed to administer justice | ings, to overcome their constancy, 
with inflexible impartiality, could) ‘The bishop was, however, deter- 
not behold these proceedings with mined to follow the dictates of his 
indiflerence ; and he determined in) conscience at whatever sacrifice ; 
particular to resi=( the right claimed ! and tis meditations and prayers writ- 
by the earl of Derby, as lord of the | ten at this pertod, shew how greatly 
isle, of exercising metropolitical yuris | God was pleased to support him in 
dictlon—a power which the bishop | his affliction, and to bestow on bim 
asserted belonged exclusively to the: the graces of resignation and acqui- 


Archbishop of York, to whom alone | 
appeals could be legilly imide in| 
ecclesiastical affairs. | 

* Thecircumstances which brought | 
the point to an issue, Were brietly | 
these :—Mrs. tlorne, the governor = 
wife, had accused Mrs. Puilen, a wie! 
dow lady of irreproachable character, 
of cruninal Coaduct ; in Consequence 
of which, archdeacon Horr.bin, the 
governor's chaplain, expelled Mrs. 
Pullen fro.u the sacrament. Appeal 


escence. ‘Thus he says— 

“Who am [, that | should make 
exceptions against the will of God, 
infinitely great, and wise, and good ’ 
1 know not the things that are for 
my own good. My most earnest 
desires, if granted, may prove my 
ruins ‘The things | complain of and 
fear, may be the effects of the greates: 
merey. ‘Nhe disappointments | meet 
tiay be absolutely necessary for my 
eternal wellare. Ido therefore pro- 





was made to the bishop, who, being 
duly satisfied of the impocence of 
Mrs. Pullen, sentenced Mrs. Horie 
to retract and ask pardon for the ca- 
lumny ; tll which was done, she was 
not to be admitted to the holy com- 
munion. ‘The archdeacon, notwith- 
Standing this prohibition, saw fit to 
admit her, in consequence of winch 
he was suspended by the bishop for 
contumacy and breach of canonical 
obedience. He appealed to the civil 
magistrate, governor Horne, who, 
under pretence that the bishop had 
acted illegally im suspending the arch- 
deacon, fined him fifty pounds, and 
his two chancellors or vicars-general, 
who were officially concerned in ihe 
suspension, twenty pounds each.— 
To this sentence all the parties re- 
fused to submit, as derogatory to the 
privileges of the church ; and they 
were in consequence arrested and 
taken by a guard of soldiers to the 
prison of Kushen castle, June 29, 
1722. 

‘« The inconveniencies of a prison 
were greatly augmented by the gov- 
ernor’s unprecedented severity. He 
gave strict orders to admit no person 
whatever to see them, and endea- 


test avast the sin and madness of 
i desiring to have ay will done, and 
not the will of God. Grant, gracious 
| Father, that [may never dispute the 
| reasonableness of thy wall, but ever 
close with it as the best that can bap 

pen. Prepare me always for what 
thy providence shall bring forth. 
Let me never murmur, be dejected, 
or impatient under any of the troubles 
of this lite, but ever tind rest and 
comfort in this; This ts the will of 
my Father aud of my God.—Corrupt 
nature cannot comprehend that afiie- 
tions ure the etlects of divine love. 
‘It must be thy grace, O lover of 
souls, which must work in me this 
conviction, which | beseech thee to 
vouchsafe me. Ifwe place our hopes, 
or our dependence, upon the power, 
the wisdom, the counsel, or the in- 
\terest we have in man, and not in 
‘God only, we shall surely be disap- 
pointed,” 

| **'I’he time spent by the bishop in 
prison was not lost. Much of it was 
dedicated to study and devotional 
purposes ; besides which, he gave 
instructions every day to many hun- 
‘dred persons assembled under the 
windows of his prison ; and also there 
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planned the translation of the Bible 
into Manks, with many other projects | 
of future usefulness. Elis character 
never shone more brightly than thy 
this season ot até 
juiet the people meens- 
ed almost to rebellion at 
ment oflered to their 
revered Bishop, and had assembled | 
round the governor's house, mtend- 
mg to level it with the ground—the 
Bishop wrote circular letters to be 
readin all the churches im the island, 
imeculeating prety to God, and a quiet 
submission to the 
were the 


his aitietion. 
Ww ho were 


the treat | 


laws : 
"ge! he | ral 


and so great 
syinpathy ane 


eagerness of bis clergy to comply | 
with all his wishes, and to follow up | 


every plan which he recommended, | 


that he was often afterwards heard | 


to say, that he never governed his 
diocese so well as when in Ruoshen 


Castle ; and that, if he could have | 


borne the continement without iijyu- 
ry to his health, he would have been 


well content to remain a prisoner all | 


his days for the benefit of his flock.” 

** The Bishop appealed te the king 
in council; and his appeal beimg suc- 
cesstul, he was released atter 
months’ confinement; not, however, 
without having lost tor lite the tree 
use of the fingers of the right hand, 
in consequence of the dampvess of 
the prison. 
tence, the council referred the Bishop 
‘o another court for the tndemmuiti- 
cation for the expenses incurred in| 
these proceedings, and his solicitor 
and friends strongly urged him to 
sue for damages for the injury he) 
nad received ; but he declined taking | 
these steps, thinking it his duty, as 
a christian, to forgive and not re- 
venge an offence. 


sequent occasions of showing that he 
snew how, not ouly to forgive, but 


to render good for evil, and to love | 
W hen one of the | 


even his enemies. 


most inveterate of his persecutors | 
was some time afterwards confined 
‘n prgon for debt. the Bishop vie- 
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bel ved and | 
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two. 


jnished with 
In reversing the sen- | 





Indeed, to some | 
ot the parties concerned, he had sub- | 
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| ited him, and treated him as atriend, 


jadministertng such consolatioas as his 
circumstances required. tle lost a 
|considerable sum of money by this 
| eXpensive course of hiigation ; tor 
4, thou, gh many persons ditlerent 
}parts of England. unknown to the 
Hishop, subscriber liberally to dimin- 
ish the expenses which he had thus 
incurred in a cause whieh they con- 
sidered common to all well-wishers 


Vik 


}to ecclesiastical discipline, yet the 
/principal barden tellon the Bishop's 


own tances, 


The king, indeed, 
had promised to detray the charges 
out ot his private purse; but, dying 
shortly atter at Hlanover, the promise 
was never fulfilled. It should be 
added, that his majesty had offered 
Dr. W tlson the bishopric oft Kk xeter 
as a compensation tor his losses en- 
dured for conscience’ sake ; but the 
Bishop, both on that and other occa 
sions, expressed bis determination 
never to quit the diocese first com- 
mitted to lis charge.” 

«The worthy prelate was received 
by the people on his emancipation 
with every possible mark of re- 
spect and atlection. ‘The road from 
Castictown to Bishop's Court, three 
miles, was lined with farmers and 
others mounted on horses, and fur- 
rustic instruments of 
music ; and the day was celebrated 


‘throughout the island with every 
symptom of acclamation; a proot 
| that, thongh B sishop Wilson exercised 
| the power of church censure with 
| great firmness, he knew how to tem- 
i per 


his conduct with such christian 
meekness, to avert the natural 
effects of so unpopular a proceeding,” 


as 





Any one of observation and of feel- 
ings interested in the prosperity of 
Zion, who looks around, over the 
State of religion in our church, must 
immediately perceive, that there 1s 
a melancholy deficiency among the 
laity, in the observance of family 
devotion: ‘Uhat often to the shame of 
eyen communicants in our churches, 
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this great essential of family religion, . your parishes, as | do of my whole 


and family government. —this great | diocese, 
ornament of the domestic circle, and) “1 take upon me to say, that a 


sweetener of the domestic toil and! clergyman who does this conscien- 


care, is totally neglected and forgot- | tiously, will have more comfort from 
ten. ‘Too often will he discover, | this work when he comes to die, than 
that the ministers of the altar, are, from any other part of his labours. 
neghgent in enforcing upon their! Besides this, you will have before 


people, its necessity and duty ; and) your eyes, the state of your parish- 
miserably careless in admonishing | li ioners, who are poor, and will want 
those that call themselves christians, | your own help and charity, or are 
but who, in the omission of this chris- | lit to be recommended to others. 
tian duty, demean themselves worse | You will see, at one view, who neg- 
leet to send their children to school, 

A caretul observer will also per- “their servants to be catechised and 
ceive, that in many places . there is |! fitted tor confirmation ; you will be 
a great defierenc y of eatechetieal m- able to answer the c hurch’ Ss design 
struction trom ministers to the ehul- | in the first rubric before the com- 
dren of their parishes ; and of th: at |; munion service, which I have so 
familiar, social, and colloquial teach- || often recommended to your conside- 
ing and exhortation, without which, | ration: besides a great many good 
members of e very congregation, are 'ends, which will be served by such 
unable to understand what they hear) a book of Parochialia, kept as. it 


from the desk, and are even insen- || should be.’ 
sible frequently, that they are ex- | Speaking of the great utility and 


pected to hear it. In applic ation to || necessity of catec hising and familiar 
these defects both among pastors and | jinsiruction, the bishop remarks in 


than even heathens. 
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people, the following extract from 


an haitvess of bishop Wilson, to his | 


clergy, will not, [ trust, be useless. 


“ Biskop’s Court, June 19, 1715. 
‘My Breruren, 

‘The last trme we met in con- 
vocation, | recommended to you the 
necessity of bringing all our people 
io family devotions, if ever we ex- 
pect to see a reformation of manners 
or serious religion amongst us. It 
concerns me to know how far your 
care and pains have been used to 
introduce this godly practice. 

‘* And let me observe to you, that 
as the bishop visits his diocese at 
least once a year In person, so every 
clergyman should at least, so often 


visit every family and soul of his pa- | 


rish, capable of receiving his instruc- 
tion, that we may all of us be able 
to give a comtortable account of our 
labours to our great Master. You 
will soon see the great use of keep- 


ng such an account in writing, 





‘another of his Pastoral Charges :— 


“The most unlearned know by 
nature the things contained in the 
law as soon as they hear it read ; but 


these are the things which they want 


to be particularly and often instruct- 
ed in, and made sensible of ;—thait 
is, the extreme danger a sinner Is In. 
while he is under the displeasure of 
a holy and just God, who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell; how a 
sinner made sensible and awakened 
with the danger he is in, may be re- 
stored to God’s favour ; of the bless- 
ing and comfort ofa RK edeemer ; what 
that blessed Redeemer has done and 
suffered, to restore us to the favour 
of God ; what means of grace he has 
appointed as absolutely necessary to 
preserve us in the favour of God, 
and in the state of salvation. 

‘* Christians too often want to be 
set right, and very particularly to be 
instructed in the nature of repent- 











of 


‘ance, of that repentance to which 
God has promised mercy and pardon. 
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and of that faith which rs saving, and 
rep ayer with good works, and a 
holy and christian fife. 

* These are foundation prin iples, 
and such as every pastor of souls is 
obliged to exp! un, as he hopes ever 
to do good by his other labonprs and 
sermons. We say to exp mun, not 
only in set drs ourses ont ot the pul- 
pit, bat ma pl un, farmbhar manner, 
mat of the desk, where questions 
| md things exphuned, 


te? aske . 
i 


Uiay 


soas both old and young may be e 
fed. Preaching will always be our 


duty: butit i. of little use to those 


who understand not the meaning of 


the words we make use of in our 
sermons, as, Grod knows, too many 


must be supposed not to do, tor want i} 


of their betwe soastracted in their 
younger years. Many people labour 
under a verv sad mistake, that peo- 
ple cannot he ve ry ignorant of teat ae 
duty in a christian country ; and yet 
we see too many can make a shitt 
amongst us to continue inthe ways of 
sin and damnation, notwithstanding 
the sermons they hear every Lord's 
day. ; 
mers 
Bible Society Anecdotes. 

Messrs. Fditors. 

Among the innumerable benetiis 


resulting from the establishment of 


sible societies, and particular ly from 
the indefatigable and wide-spread be 
bours of that great ornament of out 
age and re Sains, the British and For- 
eign) Bible Society, there is one for | 
which the lover ot knowledge as well 
us of religion, must be thanktul for ; 

mean I the great mcrease of know- | 
ledge we have obtained by the em- 
ployment of her agents, with respect 
to the manners, Opinions, and dispo- | 
sitions of many nations and tribes, 

which, in these respects, would other- | 
wise bave continued almost unknown 
to us. The annual reports of the 


society above-named, are volumes ot 
interesting and edifying information, | 
written by the hands of scholars, and 


recommended by the piety of the 
VOL. I11.—No. 6 
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pwriters, which deserve the perusal 
‘ot the literary as well as the chris 
| tian man, and can be supphed by no 
other books inthe world, The only 
vuse | shall make at present ot these 
reports, ts fo extract, tor the enter 
tunment of your readers, a few tp 
teresting anecdotes which are found 
in the report for the year 1821 
|The tirst relates tothe labours of the 
‘lamented Henry Martin, whose edi- 
fying memoirs have lately so much 
jengaged the ailections of christian 
readers. [tas encouraging to human 
| WeAkaess, to percetve tk the results 
of this man’s domes, what a single 
arm, nerved by the love of Christ 
hand devoted to his glory, though 
| joine ‘d toa body of disease and in- 
| tense suffering, could, under the bles- 
sing of God, accomplish by the labouc 
! of a few years amidst a nation ot the 
most inveterate unbehevers. 

* From the accounts recently trans- 
it mitted by this singularly zealous tra- 
\veller, the most encouraging pros- 
i pects are opening tor the dissemina- 
‘tion of Divine Truth in the Persian 
fempire. Our revered Martyn has 
‘kindled a flame tn that country, which 
all the power and malice of the enemy 

shall not be able to extinguish ; and 
jl am persuaded, that, i we were 
| better acquainted with the real state 
of things among the disciples of Ah, 
|| we shi vuld find that they are ina train 
(of preparition, far be yond any con- 
‘}ceptions we have formed on the sub- 

ject. Of this let the tollowing facr 
ape ik —- 
| ‘A Hussian captain, lately returned 
from Persia, mentioned toa friend 
1 in Astrachan, that, when he was in 
i that countr y, he happened, one day, 

to go into the house of a native. 


| 
| 





| a a he was surprised to find be- 


tween twenty and thirty Persians, 
assembled, and liste ‘ning with atten- 
tion to one who was reading a book. 
| They no sooner noticed the stran ver 
i than the book was laid aside and con- 
| cealed, and it was with some dithc ulty 
that he could prevail on them to tell 
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him what book it was. At last, they 
informed him, that it was the Vew- 
Testament, and said, that the reason 
why they endeavoured to conceal it, 
was, that they were not permitted to 
read it publickly. How pleasing the 
idea, that many of the other copies 
which have been introduced into that 
empire, may also have their select 


circles to which they are proclaiming | 
_cesan clergy, | was also cheered by 
(the appearance of one enlightened 


the glad tidings of redeeming mercy 
and love ; and that here and there | 


may be a Nicodemus inquiring under | 
the shade of concealment—* How | 


”° 


can these things be ’’’—who, on the 
subject coming before the tribunals 


of the country, will not be afraid to) 
demand—* Doth our law judge any | 


man befure it hear him, and know 
what he doeth?” Let such an inves- | 
tigation once take place in regard to 
the doctrine and lite of our blessed 
Lord, and we know what will be the 
result.” 

It is extremely pleasing to all that 


know the value of the scriptures and | ** 


their importance in every household, 


that so many among the Roman Ca- | 


tholic clergy in Europe, and especi- 
ally in Germany, are sensible of the 
usefulness of distributing Bibles to 
the poor, and are actively engaged 
in promoting their distribution among 
the members of their parishes. The 
name of Leander Van Ess, so zealous 
in the translation and dissemination 
of the word of lite among his brethren 
of the Roman Catholic church, will 
ever be remembered by christiaus for 
his piety and apostolic zeal. As one 
of the instances of Roman Catholic 
zealin the Bible cause, | extract the 


following anecdote from a letter of 


the Rev. Dr. Steinkoptf, one of the 
agents of the british and Foreign Bt- 
ble Society in Germany: 

**t must do both the magistrates 
and the clergy the justice to say, that 
they came forward with great readi- | 


ness, setting a worthy example before | 
and fellow- 


their fe low- citizens 
christians. Among the latter, | no- 
treed, with particular veneration, 


| years old ; 


PEBRUARY., 


several aged ministers of “ hrist, 
more especially the Dean of L rach, 
a venerable man of seventy-seven 
who assembled his clergy 
in his own house, addressed them on 
the subject of the bible Society, and 
manifested a sacred delight at the 
success of his ptous exertions. At 
Calh, where | met at the Dean's 
house almost the whole of the dio- 


Catholic priest, who tor these se- 
veral years has preached the gospel 
to his people with great energy and 
Iiis enemies began to rage. 
and his own parishioners could not 


SUCCESs, 


at first understand the new style of 


preaching, till he put the New-Tes- 

tament into their hands. ‘**Compare,” 
psauid he, ** my preaching with the de- 
iclarations of this sacred book, and 
then judge tor yourselves. By this 
~book { stand and fall.” His parish- 
hioners read, and many declared, 
Now we see that our minister is in 
the right, and we were in the wrong.” 
_ In supvort of the above anecdotes 
read the following extract from ano- 
ther letter of the same writer. 

* Phe Rev. Mr. Fabricius (the se- 
| cretary ) ) came on purpose to Dres- 
| den, to re rears the increasing ap- 
! plic ations for Catholic ‘Testaments. 
'Since autumn k: ast, no less than 4,500 
/copies of Gessner’s and several hun- 
i dreds of Leander Van Ess’s version, 
bad been dispersed in Boheanan vil 
and the thirst atter the word 
of life is not yet satisfied. Obstacles 
have been thrown in the way ; per 
secutions have been raised ; some ot 
our Bohemian fellow. christians have 
‘even been imprisoned ; but many 
iwaters have not been able to quench 
iuis flame. It has pleased God to 
raise up in these parts some enlight- 
ened priests, who prefer the honour 
that cometh from God to that which 
cometh from men, and are determin- 
ed quietly, yet firmly, to prosecute 
|their work. A merchant told me 
' the following anecdote : ‘‘ One of his 


‘lages : 
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friends lately passed the might ina [_ 
' At the inn be was | forming you, thata part ol the gain 
fot the Archangel merchants bas been 
ing the praises at the Most Hitch ; oa | consecrated to the Lord of the whole 
- hearth. They have re 
ivery advantageons privileges conter- 


Bohesnian village 
surprised to hear many voces sing: 


inquiring, the mokeeper told him, 
that the New- Testament had lately 
come to their village. Since that 
time, a flame of devotion had been 
kindled, and little assemblies of pious 
christians been held.’ ‘1 have,’ 
end Pastor Fabricius, 
store of 3.500 ‘Testaments ; 


° at present, ! 
about 


: : nile 
15oOT ean cet hound from our tuna 


but, forthe binding of the rei under, 
1 must apply fo your society.” | 
It is most interesting to peruse the 
reports ol the Kusstan bible sor bevy . 
and to read therr accounts of anxiety, 
moauitested among many of the unc 
vilized tribes of that vast empire, to 
obtain the scriptures of truth, “The 


following letter written by a bey ot! 
twelve years of age, to a branch ot " 
the above society, cannot ful to in- | 
terest every friend of the Bible. 1), 


extract it, in company with the con- 
eluding paragraph ot the letter in 
Whieb ites found. 

* Most honoured members of the 
Sevian Bible Society in the ypoverilt- 
meat of Ore)._— 

“ My tather serves the emperor. 
My crandfather, with whom I live, 
1s blind. My two grandmothers are 
both of them old and intirm. My 


mother aloue, yy the labour of her 


hands, supports us all: she herselt 
l have a desire 
but [have no 
books, except the Psalter in a very 
tattered state. My blind grandtather 
has by the ear alone acquired apreat 
knowledge of divine things, and likes 
very much that I should repeat some- 
thing fo him by heart. 
** Conter on me, f pray you, a holy | 
book. I hear you have it, and that! 
you distribute to those who have | 


money, for money ; and to the poor | 


o 


tornothing. | wall read it, and J wall 
pray to God for you. IVAN. | 


taught me to read. 
to the word of God: 


** The grandson of the blind Stephen.” 
No .1819 
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“| cannot conclude without on 


ently bad some 


red apon them by bos impertal ma 
pestv.: and, as an acknowledgment 
for the fivour, they have made a 
donation of 10) rubles to the Kus- 


sian Bible Society. 


Krom the London Jewish Kaposto 


Specimen et Welch Preaching, 


Ina meeting of ministers at Bris- 
tol, the Rev. ir. -invited several 
of his brethren to sup with him ; 
ainoug them was the muonister othe 
ating atthe Welch tmeeting-house, in 
thateity., ble was an entire stranger 
lo all the company, and silently at- 
tentive to the general conversation 
of tus brethren, ‘Phe subject) on 
which they were discoursing was the 
different strains of pubhie preaching, 
When several bad given their opin- 
tous, and had meotoued some imdi- 
Viduals as good preachers, and such 
ts were models as to the style ot 

Om o-titon, &e. Mr. —— turned to 


the Wetleh <tranger, and solicited has 


Opto, bie said he felt it to be a 


\ | rivelece to be srlent When such men 


were discoursing ; but that he felt at 
to be a duty to comply with his’ re- 
* but, said he, ‘af | must 
give my Opimon, LT should say, that 
ye have no good preachers in hing- 
land. ‘* No,” sau Mr. L—,*: No,’’ 
suid he; **that as, | mean no such 
preaching as we have in the prinei- 
pality.” Td know,” said Mr. L—, 
“you are famous for Jumping ta 
Wales, but that is not owing, | sup- 
pose, so much to the strain of preach- 
ing Which the people hear, as to the 
enthusiasm of their characters.”’ ‘In. 
deed,” said the Welchman, ‘ you 
would jump too, if you heard and un- 
derstood such preaching.” ‘ Why, ° 
suid Mr. L--,*+do you not think I 


quest, 
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could make them jump if I were to) 
preach to them!”  * You make | 
them jump,” exclamed the Welch- | 
man, ‘you make them jump! A | 
Welchinan would set fire to the | 
world, while you were lighting your 
match.’ The whole company be- 





Specunen ot Welch Preaching. 


’ 
i 


came very mach interested ino this , 


turn of the subject, and ananimonsly 
requested the good man to give them 
some specimen of the style and man 
ner of preac hing in the Prine Ipality. 
“Specimen,” said he, * 1 cannot 
give you ; if Joho Ehas were here 
he would give you aspecimen indeed : 
Oh ! John Elias is a great preacher 
“* Well,” said the company, ‘* give us 
something that you have heard from 
him.’ **Oh no,” said he, * | cannot 
do justice to it; besides, do you un- 


derstand the Welch language ! 
They said “no, not so as to follow 


3 


a discourse. 
impossible for you to understand it, 
if [were to give you a specimen.” 
* But,” said they, *S cannot you put 
it into English? “Oh!” : said he, 
** your poor meagre language would | 
spoil it ; 
me those e 
can conceive ; I eannot give you a 


azes and of al, 


‘the grave 


FEBRUARY, 


the cross of Jesus Crp ist, I should 
| represeni it something in this way ; 
sup pose a large grave-yard, sur- 
rounded by a high wall, with only one 
ventranee, which is by 


wae hh 


a large pron 


| gate, is fast holed, Within 


‘these walls are thousands and tens of 


of human 
! 


thousands beings, of all 


classes, by one epi 
demic disease bending to the grave ; 
yawns to swallow them, 
and they must die, Dhere is no balm 
to relleve them—-no physician there 
_—-they must perish, This as’ the 
“eon fition of man as a sinner—all, 

call have sinned, and “the soul th: it 
-sinneth ait shall die.’ While man 


owas in tins deplorable state, Mercy, 


ithe darling 
down and stood at the gate, 





‘Then, said be, itas | I 


{| 


attribute of Deity, came 
looking 
at the scene, and wept over it, ¢ : 
iclamming, * Oh, that | might enter, 


wold bind up their: wounds—-I 


i) would relieve their sorrows—J] would 


,save their souls? While Merey 
) stood wecPpine at the gate, an em- 


hassy of angels. commissioned from 


| the court of heaven to some other 


it is not capable ot express- world, 
ideas which a Welehiman | sight, and heaven forgave the pause ; 


, and seeing Merey standing 


passing over, patised at the 


there, they 


spec imen in English without spoiling | termed ** Merc y. Mere y, can you not 


it.) ‘The interest of the company | 


Was increased, and nothing 
do but something of 
while they promised to make every 
allowance for the language. ** 
said the Welchman, * if you must 
have apiece, | must try, bat | don't 
know what to give you, I do not re- 
collect a piece of John Elias ; he is 
our best preacher ; | must think 


little ;—-well, | recollect a piece of 


Christmas Evans. Christmas Evans 
was a good preacher, 
him a little time ago, 

tion of ministers. 


at an associa. 
Hle was preach- 


ing on the depravity of man by sin— | 
by the death of 


of his recovery 
Curist. He saii-—* brethren if | 
were to represent to you in a figure 
the condition of man as a_ sinner, } 
and the means of his recovery by! 


Well,” | 


and t heard jan” 


) ugelic 


enter ? Can you look upon this scene 


would | and es pity ) Can you pity and not 
a spec men =a 


‘“ |] con 


added, “+f 


relieve ? Merey replied, 
see! and in tears she 

can pity, but, TP cannot reheve.” 
‘Why can you not enter 27? “Oh!” 
‘said Mere vy, “Justice has barred the 
‘gate agaist mie, and Leannot, | must 
jnot, unbar it.’ Atthis moment Jus- 
tice himself appeared, as it were to 
waich the gate. The angels enquired 
of him, ** Why will you not let Me rey 
Justice replied, simy haw os 
broken and it must be : eee: 
die they or justice must!’ At this 
there appeared a form among the 
band, like ante the Son of 
| Gop, who addressing himself to Jus 

i tice, said, ** Whatare thy demands | 


| 


Justice re plied, ‘my terms are stern 





ickness for 


and rigid—-! must have s 





Sd 


ee REE eT py 


SORES Ee pe 


nes 


———— 


oes 


— 


1822. 


their health—I must have ignominy 
for their honour—lI must have death 
for hite. Without shedding of blood 
there is no remission.” “Justice,” said 
the Son ef Gop, **] accept thy terms. 
On me be this wrong, and let Mercy 
enter.”’ ** When,”’ said Justice, ** wall 
you perform this promise /” 
replied four thousand years henee 
upon the bill of Calvary, without 
the gates of Jerusalem, | will per- 
form it in my own person.” ‘Phe 
feed was Prepared and signed im 
the presence ol the angels ol Gov— 


Jesus 


Kxtracts from the Memoirs of Br. Lathrop 


Justice was satistied, and Mercy en- | 


tered preaching sa/cation inthe name 
of Jesos. Phe deed was committed 
to the patriarchs, by them to the 


kings of Israel and the prophets, by | 
them it was preserved till Daniel's | 


seventy weeks were accomplished ; 
then at the appointed time, Justice 
appeared on the hill of Calvary and 
Mercy presented onto him the im- 
portant deed. 
tice, ‘is the Son of Gop?” Merey 
answered, “ behold him at the bot- 
tom of the hil bearing bis own 


“ Where,” said Jus- | 


eross >” and then she departed and | 


stood alool at the hour of tral 


Jr: | 


sts ascended the hill, while in’ his, 


train followed his weeping church. 


Justice immediately presented him | 


with the deed, saying, * this is the 
day when thts bond is to be exe- 
evted.” When he received it, did 
he tear it in pieces, and give it to 
the winds of heaven? 
veiled it to his cross exelaiming. 
‘Tt os finished.” Justice ealled on 
holy fire to come down and consume 
the sacrifice : holy fire descended, it 
ewallowed His bumanity, but when 
it touched His Deity it expired ? 
And there 
Whole beavens: but glory to Gop 
in the highest, on earth peace, good 
will to men?“ Phis,” said the 


is, NOdoubt, a real one ; and witha view 
to Ms exposure, we are in luced to admit 
the extract :-—but with the explanatory 
observation, that, asthe author explhemlly 
states bis approbation of various formes of 
social worship, we agree wilh him ia cen 
turmg only its abuses, aud not the thing 
itseli, when regulated in adaptation te 
the euds of christian edincation. | 

Ertract from the Biography of the 
Rev. Joseph Latrop, UV. LD, late of 
We st Spring fie ld. 

WRICTEN BY HIMSELF. 

‘In the course of my ministry, 1 
have often encouraged special meet 
ings for devotion, | have chosen to 
attend them myself, when L could 
withconvemence; and | have preach- 
ed, when my atility would) permit. 
But when Leould not attend them, I 
have desired that they unght be un- 
der the direction of some discreet 
elderly Christians. [ have endea- 
voured to guard my people against 
an error too common where relivious 
conferences are much attended ; I 
mean, substituting these in the place 
of divine tnstitutions, making them a 
kind of thermometer, ly which to 
prove the degree of heat and cold im 
religious zeal. Whenwe hear of a 
revivol ot religion in any place, the 
usual trequency and the general at- 
tendance of lectures and conterences 
by day and by mght, are adduced as 


| decisive evidences of at. Whenthese 


No. He, 


wae darkness over the 


Welchman, © this is bat a specimen | 


of Ciristmas Evans.” 





{The evil against which the point of the fol- 
loWlvg vemarks avd anecdote is directed, 





meetings become less frequent, or 
less full it as said) religion appears 
to be on the decline. We ought al- 
ways to place rehgton where the 
scripture has placed ait, in holiness 
of heart and lite; and to regard Je- 
votional duties as instrumental to 
their end. We are never to place 
the essence of religion, in things 
Which are but the means of tt. 

* A serious man from a nethbour- 
ing parish, beimg one evening at my 
house on secular business, took oc- 
casion to inform me, that there was 
a great revival of religron in his vi- 
cinity; L expressed my satisfaction 
in the intelligence, but asked him, 
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wherein the happy revival discover- 


ed stself: whether the people ap- 1 am of Cephas. 
peared to be more humble ,—inore | 
jnal.—Apply this to yourself. On 


condescending,—more meek and 
peaceable,—more kind and charita- 
ble.—better united in their social 
rejJations, more virtuous in their man- 
ners, &e. He could not answer par- 
ticularly with respect to these things 
but said, people were much engaged 
in attending religious meetings ; thes 
had private lect res as ofien as any 
transient preachers could be obtan- 
ed: and they had conferences very 
frequently, almost every evening. | 
observed to him, that an attendance 
wun the word preached, was highly 
important, and an hopeful indication ; 
but asked him how it was on the 
Lord’s day; whether they attended 
ov the instituted worship of thor day 
better than they used to do? (tor | 
knew they had been shamefully neg 


ligent of that duty.) *‘ Why, no.’ said | 
he.—‘ we don’t go to meeting on the | 


sabbath.” What, TE inguired, do you 
neglect God's institutions to observe 
your own? the prophet marks this 
asa token of the decay of religion 
among the Jews. He answered, ‘we 
do not tke our minster very well. 
it observed to him, that af the y had 
amiuister, whe did not preach the 
gospel, this was a reason why he 
should leave the pulpit; not why 
they should leave the church ; and 
they ought to take regular measores 
for his removal, and the introduction 
ofa better man. ‘O, said be. I don't 
pretend, but. that he preaches the 
gospel, but there are snljects, on 
which he does not preach.” Perhaps 
he preaches on them, when you are 
absent. He continued, ‘1 don’t like 
his manner of preaching. He is not 
so fervent, so engaged, as I wish, 
he uses his notes too much, &e. 
Friend, said lL. you well remember, 
that Paul, Apollos, and Cephas, all 
preached in Corinth. They preach- 
ed the same gospel; but had differ. 


ent modes of speaking. And among 


their hearers, one said, Iam of Paul, 
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| another, Lam of Apollos, and a third, 
Now on this occa- 

sion, Paul told them, they were car- 
! the authority of Paul, LE tell von, that 
ve are carnal.—— He answered. | do 

, not see, but that it is so.” He had 
the honesty to confess his faults: whe- 


i ther he had the virtue to reform 4 
| do not know, 


OBITUARY.—MVRS. KING. 
Died inthe city of Washington, on the 27th 
i of December, after a lyngering illness of 
, several mouths continuance, Mrs. Siayga- 
retta King, a rember oi St. John’s ehurch, 
in the Stst year of her age.—The tollow- 
Ine character of the deceased, is from the 


| ~_ 


discourse delivered by the pastor of that 
church on the occasion of her death, 


© The church of God is composed 
of all those who, by baptism, have 
heen introduced within her visible 
fold. 

‘Of this number but few, in com- 
parison to the aggregate, are spiritu- 





ally alive unto God, and heirs of 
Psalvation. 


| ‘While multitudes flock to the 
standard of the cress, and profess to 
enlist under its banners, like the dis- 
cerples of old, when required to for- 
sake the pomps and vanities of the 
-world, the most part abjore their al- 
legiance, and go back to the beggarly 
elements of the world. Of the great 
number of those, who have been bap- 





tized unto the faith and hopes of the 
t gospel, what a small proportion of 


them seal their faith at the Lord’s 
table ! 

* Tothe humble follower of Christ 
ithe reflection is painful indeed, that 
so many, who from time to time, as- 
isemble in the house of prayer, pro- 
fess with their lips the Lord Jesus, 
should in their hearts feel no love 
nor attachment to his divine person 
and glorious cause. 








“In this highly favoured land, 
where liberty of conscience, with all 
its attendant blessings of worshipping 
and serving the Redeemer of the 
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world, without fear or molestation, 
is the privilege of every member oi} 
society, it would natur uly be suppo 
sed. that every man would cordial: 
embrace the offers of merey in the 
and earnestly seek the sa 
vation of his But 
this _ safe and happy course, dath 
expel teac! us, that a greal 
m are are mo ly indifierent ap 


gospel, 


sol. instead o 


on this, of all subjects, the most im- 


portant, whilst many are wundustrious- 
lv engaged tn underauning the foun 
dation of the christian’s hope, 
turning fim back 
poor beggar at the shrine of human 
reason. 

My christian friends, appealing 
to your own experieace of the many 
blessings, which even tu a temporal 
view, the right futh of the 
epreads aromad you while journeying 
to your tinal home , would you not 
eonsider that man, 
Tempe to rob you of 
and deprive you of looking toa highe: 
source tor your he Opes be yond the 
grave than your own me rits, and the 
frailty of your dying nature, a more 
cruel and unfeeling enemy than he 
who should take away your life ?— 
And yet men of this character are to 
be tound; men whose zeal and 
bours in their puny attempts to over- 
throw the divinity of your Saviour, 
ave worthy of your imitation in a bet- 
ter cause, 

‘* They profess to be your friend- 
and would induce you to believe that 
the way to heaven is as broad as the 
way to hell, and that the one is as 
easily attained as the other 

** While they profess great charity 
for those who ditfer from them on 
religious subjects, (and well they 
may, for with them, it matters not 
what a man believes, so that he re- 


Ld pel 
- 


who should at 
these comtorts 


jects that faith which the pious in all 


ages have embraced, and which the 
gospel plainly reveals ;—in other 
words, so that he becomes an inti- 
del ;) prophesy smooth things, and 
under the cloak of pretended friend- 


and! 
! 
k upon the world, a| 
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ship to the cross of Christ, conceal 
the cloven foot :—they strip you of 
every Ching calculated to smooth your 
way to the tomb, secare to you 
the meh reward of eternal lite. * Be- 
ware of wolves in sheep's clothing,” 
ind ever bear in mind the declaration 
of the apostle, * But thongh we, or 
in angel from heaven, preach any 
sospel unto you than that which 
we have preache “d unto you, let him 
be acCuUrat rd. As wes ud be ‘fore, so 
say | now again, if any aan preach 
any other gospel unto you than that 
ve have received, let hun be accui 
sed,’—Gal. 1. 8, 9. 


* Phe counou taith and union ot 


othe 


spuritin the same divine Redeemer, 


which bind together all the members 
of the christian tamily, is a chan 
whichis brightened by social inter 
course, and strengthened by mataal 
addresses to the throne of grace. 

* When a member of a congrega- 
tion, Whose attendance upon the pub- 
le worship of God has been constaut 
and regular, is summoned away, the 
bereavement is sensibly felt, as well 
from the loss of bis good example as 
from the vacancy of the seat he oc- 


icupied. 


‘* But when achild of God, a mem- 
ber of the church militant, is called 


to enter into mansions of peace and 
crest in the charch triumphant, al- 


though his happiness is consummated. 
‘yet all christians, a4 well as the con- 
| creg; ation of which he was a member, 
have reason to mourn his removal. 

‘*'This arises trom the common 
loss which all have sustained in the 
lepartuse of one whose example, 
whose exertions and whose prayers 
were all engaged on the side of true 
religion and vital godliness. 

* This my christian brethren, is in 
part your present situation.—In the 
death" of Mrs. King, whose mortal re- 
mains were, afew days since, comuut- 
ted to the earth, there to rest in hope 
till the morning of the resurrection, 
you are all deprived of the benefit of 


‘her exertions und her pravers in the 
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216 Obituary. 
great cause for which your Saviour |’ 
bled and died. 

* But her bright example will live 
in the recollection of all those who 
witnessed the happy termination of 
her life, until memory ceases to per- 
form her appointed oflice. 

* Until nearly half a century had 
passed over her head, the unportant 
subject of religion never seriously 
encaged her attention. 

* ‘The instruction of her youthful 
days made her acquaimted with the 
general principles of the christian 
religion, 
unpression, than the propriety and 
usefulness of leading a moral and vir- 
tuvus lite. On this sandy foundation 
she rested her hopes, whenever the 
subject of futurity crossed her mind, 
for the salvation of her soul. 

* The Bible she seldom or never 
real—was a stranger to private or 
family prayer—the holiness of the 
sabbath she disregarded—and_ the | 
public worship of the chureh, for 
the most part, she altogether neg- 
lected. ; 

‘In this manner year after year 
rolled away. Worldly cares contt- 
nually enzrossed her attention, and 
banished trom her mind all serious 
thoughts of God, of heaven, of hell, 
and the dread realities that await the 
wicked in the world to come. 

** Those trying events which force |, 
the heart to feel, when a parent, a 
husband, a brother or a child are car- 
ried to the grave, lett her as it does! 
many others, without producing any | 
changes in her views of religion or 
her pursuits in life. 





Nrs. King. 


but fuled to make any other | 





“* The children whom God in mer- | 


cy had given her, she trained up to) 
walk in her steps. But had they 


continued to follow ber example, in- | 
stead of comforting her declining! ofthe church. This event took place 


years with their mutual hopes and}: 
prayers, that hereafier, 


shall be no more, they might all meet | 


aud dwell together in a world of end- 
tess bliss ;—instead of watching over 
ber sick and dying bed with that 4 ial! 





affection, aud closing her eyes in 
death, with that holy hope, which as 
children of God redeemed by tne 
‘lood of the cross, they were enabled 
to do ;—the closing scene of her life 
would have been widely diferent. 
| “ The pertod at length arrived 
when the long suffering and tender 
mercy of the Lord, were signally 
displayed i in changing the w hole eCO- 
nomy of her domestic circle. Ata 
time of life when the world presents 
to the youthful mind its mo-t fiaseina- 
ling appearance, and on every hind 
holds up to view its most powerful 
attractions, when they were busily 
engaged in the pursuit of the plea- 
sures of Lite, and devoted to the giddy 
round of thoughtless amusements and 
“unmeaning parade in which the world- 
ling delights, it pleased the Sovereign 
Disposer of all things, to impress the 
mind of her eldest daughter, with a 
serious concern tor her everlasting 
weltare. 

** This was soon followed by a si- 
milar eflect produced on the minds 
‘ot the other two children, and she 
had the happiness of seeing them all 
enlisted under the captain of their 
salvation, and earnestly engaged im 
seeking an immortal crown of lite. 

“ But hitherto, she had obtained 
itor herself no well-grounded hope, 
‘and until now felt no ar miety upon 
‘the subject; the dreadful thought 
however, that while her children 
were entering into the kingdom of 
heaven, she herself might be cast 
out, created in her soul an uneasi- 
ness which nothing could dispel, and 
which under the divine blessing, con- 
tinued to increase, until she found tt 
inecessary for her peace of mind to 
confess her Saviour before the world, 
and unite berself to the communion 


| 
| 
i 








‘about two years previous to her 


when time, death. 


** Her domestic affairs now moved 
‘onina very different manner from 
| w hat they li: id rormerly done, when 

religion was banished from the family 
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circle. But stul many of her doubts ,and her children into the hands of 
and fears remained, and continued to i her dear Redeemer. 
harass her mind with serious appre- | en this time to the hour ot 
hensions. that her heart was not yet } ther de parture, as ber body decayed 
right with God, her faith cc ‘ntinned to increase, tll 
‘In no department of the human |jshe attained: the tull assurance ot 
character does the happy influence hope, 
|} ** So far from needing encourage 





of true religion shew itself more con- 
spicuousty than in the government of | ment to unwavering perseverance 
the angry passion- hin hee attachment to the Saviour, 
* Untl by the grace of God th se |iand boldly to meet the king of ten 
are subdued, it isan vain to look tor || rers,—the victory seemed already 
permanent peace. The natural irri |) obtained. 
tability of her constitution subjected ||“ ‘Phe pleasure of sitting by het 
her to the influence of an ungovern- bedside, and of hearing ber talk of 
able temper, and consequently ce | death and judgment, and the happy 
prived her of nearly all her religious | exchange she was soon to make, 
comtorts. could be heightened only by a voice 
‘+ Bat this conquest was soon after |, from heaven saying, ‘ come ye bless- 
made, and prepared her to experi | ed of my Father, receive the king 
ence more fully, the unspeakable |) dom prepared tor you from the foun. 
consolations which flow trom com- |! dation of the world.’ 
munion with God and with his Son * When recovering from some se- 
Jesus Christ. vere attack of bodily pain and suffer- 
* The tirst six months of her ill- |) ing, she would thank the Lord for it, 
ness was attended with painful exer- || as tt would basten the period of her 
cises both of mind and body. A dark | departure and bring her nearer the 
oa 


cloud bung over the former, and |) Saviour whom she loved. 
caused her to tremble at the thought “Indeed her unpatience to leave 
of death. Her feelings were so much || the world and be at rest, notwith- 
alive to the subject, and so deeply | standing the many tender ties which 
exercised, that with biiter tears and bound her to the earth, occasioned, 
groans she would often express her}! at times, some disquietude lest the 
paintul apprehensions that she had | displeasure of the Lord should there 
eaten and drank her own condemna- |, by be incurred, 
tion at the Lord’s table. | On discovering the marks of ap- 
‘This state of mind continued, |) proaching dissolution in the coldness 
with now and then some mitigation | and swelling of her linbs, she sunled 
of her fears and some gleams of hope, Tl and said, ‘now my time is short, 1} 
and an increasing contidence in the || shall soon behold my Saviour.’ To 
promises of Ged. until about two | the inquiry whether she could enjoy 
mouths previous to her death. } the sarae peace and comforts without 
‘* Having one Sunday morning re- |) a contident belief i the divinity of 
quested the prayers of the church, i. Jesus Christ, she replied, *O no! 
about the hour in which, according |{ should be the most miserable ot 
to the arrangement of the liturgy, the | beings, for without an atonement for 
congregation were engaged in suppli- || my sins | must be lost for ever, and 
cating the mercy of God in her be- | unless he is divine, | could not con- 
half. those doubts and fears which had | fide in his power to save me in the 
given her so much pain and anxiety, | hour of death and judgment.’ 
at once were all removed, and with | ‘ The day preceding her death, 
a joyful heart she could welcome | the window curtains being drawn 








death and cheerfully resign herself ‘aside, the sun shone into her room 
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Religious Intellige ne 


on seeing which, she observed, ‘ 


e.—Foreigu Suminary. 
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what{ instrument in the hand of God of pro- 


a taper light is that in comparison to }, duc ing in me this happy change, and 


the Sun of Righteousness which I} 


shall soon behold.’ 
‘In the evening of the same day, 


her difficult: respiration, and feeble | 
more | 


pulse, indicated that a few 
hours would close the scene for ever, 
Her pastor on being sent for, at her | 
request, visited for the last time, her | 


dying bed, and witnessed a scene the | 
(cross the only fruit of a long life 
| spent in the arduous duties of the 


most affecting, and at the same time, 
the most instructive that can possibly | 
be conceived. 

‘¢ Her friends and neizhbours be- 
ing collected, 
and gather strength for the import- 
ant task in which she was about to 
engage. After a few remarks, ex- 
pressive of her entire contidence 
of a glorious immortality, she called 
and embraced each of her children, 
beginning with the eldest, charging 
them to be faithtul to their God and | 

Saviour, kind to each other, and to 
prepare to meet her ina better world, | 


and then with pertect composure ot | 


mind bid them a tinal farewell. 

* Addressing herselt to her pastor, | 
and laying ber cold hand upon 04 
she said, * you, sir, have been the | 


RELIGIOUS 


FOREIGN SUMMARY. 


The Bible Cause. 
(Continued trom page 1°09.) 


Russia. — lhe anticipationsindulg- 


ed in relation to the dissemination 


of the light of divine truth in this 


vaste mpire, coutinue to be sustained \ 


by the — activity ot the 
hicher classes to impart, the sacred 
Scriptures, and the increasing anxi- 
ety of the lower and ignorant portion |, 
of the Russian population, to receive 

them. The principal Society of the 
empire is that of St. Petersburg, as- 
sociating with its extensive opera- 
ti®as, a very eflicient auxiliary at 
Moseow, and more than 200 auxili- 
aries in different provinces of the 
empire. ‘The zeal of the venerable | 
president of the central society at j, 
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she seemed to revive | 


of en: abling me in this trying hour, to 


} rise above all my bodily sufferings, 
fand to rejoice in the hope set before 


me.’ 

‘* When enjoined to give God all 
the praise, she replied, *O yes, to 
him be all the glory, but you will 


jreceive your reward.’ 


** Indeed were this convert to the 


ministry—it would be a rich re 

ward. 

“ After taking leave ofall present 

_ we kneeled down and attempted to 
jpray, but tears of gratitude and 
mourntul joy choked our utteranee, 
and for a time, nothing was heard 
but the sobbings of grief at the pain 
| of parting. Having finished our 
| prayer, towhich in an audible voice 
she said amen, she sunk into a gen- 
‘tle sleep, and a few hours after ex- 
| pired. ; 

* Happy parent, thou art gone to 
receive a crown of fife, aud the 
children whom thou left kneeling at 
thy bedside will ere long join thee 


| in a world of unfading glory.” 


INTELLIGENCE. 


| Petersburg, prince Gallitzin, 1s per 
haps searcely exceeded by that of 
any other patron of the sacred cause, 
to be found in any country. The 
‘emperor Alexander continues to 
‘evince the same generous and en- 
‘lightened interest in the good work, 


‘as that to which its rapid progress 
in former years has been so much 
indebted. ‘The committee of the 
| British and Foreign Bible Society, 
in their last Anuual Report thus ad- 
| vert to the labours of these illustri- 
| ous individuals .— 
‘ The emperor continues, not only 
to patronize the Russian Bible Soei- 
peg but also to co-operate by his 
| personal exertions with those who 
have the practical administration of 
its concerns: of this a splendid in- 
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atance may be cited, in his having 
purchased a large stock, more than 
9000 Selavenian pocket Testaments 
from his own private funds, in or- 
der to distribute them among the) 
army. Nor does it redound less to 
the credit of his wisdom, and his 
the diffusion among | 
scriptural truth, that 


solicitude for 
his people of 


he issued an order to the holy sy- } 


nod, to supply all the monasteries, 
churches, and priests, throughout his | 
dominions, with copies ot the Holy 
Seriptures. 

* Prince Galltitzin. the ac- 
tive president of the Soicety, as- 
sisted by the metropolitans of the 
different religious communions and 
other personages of the lirst const- 
deration in the) empire, follows up, | 
with indelatigable diligence, those | 
Jabours of superintendence and di- 
rection, from which the institution 
has reaped such important advan- 
tages.’ 

At the suggestion of the emperor 
a translation of the Seriptures was 
several years since, commenced into 
the modern and vernacular Russ; 
having been hitherto, in agreat mea 
sure, restricted in their use, to the 


also, 


| 
| 
,| 
4] 


clergy, and more enlightened classes | 5 


of the population, in consequence of | 
eXisting only in the Selavonian dia- | 
leet. ‘his translation is rapidly | 
proceeding.—Portions of which have | 
already been printed off, and distri- | 
buted in large editions, throughout | 
the empire. 

Some just idea may be formed of | 
the magnificent results of the insti- | 
tution of Bible Societies, in this im- 
mense empire, trom the following | 
summary ;— | 

‘It were impracticable to exhibit | 
in detail the proceedings of a Suci- 
ety, which comprehends such an 
extent of territory, and labours to | 
provide for such a varied and wide- 
spreading population. Much, how- 








ever, of what is necessarily suppress- | 
ed, will be inferred from the extra- | 
ordinary fact. that, within the short 
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ot them 
| habitations of the Buriats, 


'ferent parts of the Levant: 


Summary 2,4 
period of seven years, the Russian 
Bible Society had either actually 
printed, or was engaged to print, {1 
editions of the whole or parts of the 
Sacred Scriptures, in 29 diferent 
languages; forming a total of 411,000 
copies :—that, of these, 275,009 are 
already in circulation—and that the 
number circulated in’ the course of 
the seventh year, in 32 languages, 
amounted to 68.589. Well, there- 
lore, might the presidert assert,— 

At present, there is hardly a pro- 
vince in the empire, where the cause 
ol disseminating the Holy Sert tures 
is not known. From the shores of 
the Baltic to Kiachta, they are cir- 
culated by various means. Copies 
have reached the distant 
and the 
still more distant inhabitants of the 
shores of Russian North America, 
On the other band, the Kirghisians 
and Persivns are supplied with them 
| —the natives round the Caspian and 
Black seas are partaking of them— 
the Georgians and Bessarabians are 
turnished with these silent preachers 


| of salvation.’ 


Lhe Mediterranean.—T he progress 
of Bible Societies and of the mea- 
ures intended to restore to the coun- 
tries situated in this quarter of the 
world, the knowledge of the divine 
word, is thus stated in the Keport 
from which the foregoing extracts 
are taken. 

* The Malta Bible Society has ac 
quired a cousistency and importance, 
highly favourable to those distant and 
c omplic ated operations, in) which, 
from its central situation and com- 
manding means of intercourse, it is 
likely to be engaged Already, 
through its instrumentality, mapy 
thousands of Syriac, Arabic, Greek, 
and Hebrew New-Testaments have 
been conveyed into Greece and dif- 
Italian 
New-Testaments have also been dis- 

ributed by it in various directions : 
and, at its suggestion, pocket editions 
of the latter and of the modern Greek, 
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as well as an edition of the Psalms tn 
Latin and Italian, are preparing.” 

‘The lonian Bible Society at Cor- 
fu appears to have struck its roots ; 
and may be expected, in time, to 
gratify the expectations, which the 
respectability of its patrons and the 
zeal of its directors and supporters 
have excited, by yielding abundant 
fruits.”’ 

‘* The hopes of the founder of this 
society were by no means disappoint- 
ed. The lonian Bible Society bas 
received very considerable donations. 
The number of its members increas- 
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college of Saint Lazaro, at Venice - 
and for which the people of the Ar- 
iInenian nation, among whom they 
were discreetly distributed, have ex- 
pressed their warmest gratitude = and 
of the translation of the entire Bible 
into the Ambaric dialect of Aby ssinia. 
The purchase of this invaluable 
manuseript was made for the society, 
by the judicious negociation of the 
Kev. Wilham Jowett: and, on its 
safe arrival, after its hazardous pas- 
sage trom Cairo to London, arrange- 
ments ware made, without loss ot 
time, for preparing a portion of it 


ed, in proportion as its establishment ‘for circulation, by way of experi- 
became known. Stability was greatly || ment, in that part of Abyssinia where 


consolidated by the most revere nd, | 
the Ecumenical Patriarch ¢ JTegorio, 
as conspicuous for his virtues as he | 
is distinguished for learning.” 

** At Zante and Cephalenia, asimi- | 
lar expectation of the new version of) 
the modern Greek ‘Testament pre- | 
vails, as that which has been men- 
tioned in reference to Corfu—a feel- ||: 
ing, indeed, in which all Greece | 
participates—and itis hoped that the | 
appearance of that version will draw 
forth the dormant energics of the | 
several Bible Societies, and engage 
them in the performance of those 
services by which they may become 
most important benefactors to the 
whole Greek nation.” 

‘* In this work, the Athens Society, 
of which the archbishop Dionysius 
has now accepted the presidency, 
may be expected to take its full share; | 
as the best disposition appears to ac- 
tuate the directors of the society, 
and both the necessities and the de- 
sires of the people invite to a liberal 
distribution of the word of God among 
them.” 

‘¢ In the Levant, the general busi- 
ness of the soc lety is superintended 
by the Rev. Henry Leeves, now re- 
siding, as the principal agent for that 
quarter, in Constantinople.” 

‘tt only remains. to speak of the 
Armenian scriptures sent out, at the 





pthere is reason to beheve, 


—— 


and effectual circulation.’ 








expense of your society, from the 


the Amharic dialect is used.” 

“Of Africa, more particularly as 
connected with the Mediterranean, 
the committee say— 

“'Phe prospects of your society, 
though within a limited sphere com- 
pared with the extent of that mighty 
peninsula, continue to improve. The 
Ourne ys of the Rev. Messrs. Burk- 
hardt, Jowett, and Connor, have done 
much toward opening an entrance for 


ithe seriptures into Lgvpt and some 


and 
that, when 
the Arabic Bible, now preparing by 
professors Lee and Macbride, shall 
have been completed, followed, as it 
is intended to be, by some portions 
of the New-'Testament in the Am- 
haric dialect of Abyssinia, the value 
of these hopetul beginnings will be 
more fully perceived, and the scrip- 
tures will obtain a more extensive 


, 


ot the contiguous countries : 





AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

In continuation of the notice of 
the operations of this society's agents 
in Afriea, and of the lamented death 
of the Rev. Mr. Andrus, inserted 
in the last number of the Repertory, 
we have it in our power to state that 
intelligence has been received trom 
Mr. W iltberger so late as Septem- 
her 19th; from which we learn that 
the people still remained at the place 
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of their temporary residence in the 
colony of Sierra Leone, and, with 
a few exceptions, continued to be 
blessed with health. The cessation 
of the rains in the beginning of No- 
vember, 1 was expected avould af 
ford the opportunity of their removal, 
and establishment on the Bassa ter- 
ritory, Which had already been con- 
ditionally secured to the society. 
It is with deep concern that we 
have to communteate the tidings of 
the death of the only a ageut 
fur the government, J. B. Winn, 
esq. Which took place on the 2oth 
of August, after an illness of ten 
dayscontinuance. Mrs. Winn like- 
wise, fell a victim to the same fatal 
malady, on the Sist of the same 
month. The fidelity and zeal by 
which the labours of these valuable 
individuals had been signalized, 


can service, deserve an bonour- 
able mention, and were the offspring 
of operative christian principles.— 
hese events, it should be recollect- | 
ed, are intended to exercise the-faith, | 
and not to depress the zeal of the | 
benevolent and christian cause in 
relation 
Wear an uupropitious aspect. Its 
importance ts not in the least dimi- | 
nished by the expensive sacrifices 
it has hitherto exacted, nor its final 
triumph rendered doubtful by the 
partial frustration of the measures 
taken for its advancement. ‘The 
direction of the affairs of the society 
in Africa, has doubtless, been assu- 
med by Dr. Eli Ayres, who was 
providentially desiguated tor the 
ageney, and sailed from the United 
States, in the latter part of the sum- 
mer. 





THE HIBERNIAN SOCIETY. 
This Society originated in the be- 
nevolence of pious individuals in Eng- 
Jand, in whom the religious degrada- 
tion of several millions of their fellow 
subjects ina neighbouring island, ex- 
cited that commiseration of their cir- 





; 





to which they appear to} 
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cumstances, which resulted in the 
| projection of etlectual measures for 
their relief. The pe ople of lreland 
‘had, during the lapse of many cen 
‘turies, been suffering all the oppres 
{sive and desolating etlects of a cruel 
; Superstition, drawing in tts tram of 
pey ils, the exclusion of the Holy Serip 
tures from the dwellings of the pea 
gantry —the almost universal neglect 
of intellectual culture, 
entire disuse 


to the 
amongst them of the 
rudiments ot learning—the 
absence of all the restraints of piety 


even 
stinplest 


trom their passtons—and the subjec 
‘tion of their consctences, their pos- 
to an in 
tolerant priesthood, to whom interest 
and immemorial usage conspired to 


psesstous, and their liberty, 


give an ascendancy not always enjoy- 
ed by their order, 





even in catholie 


b Countries, 
since their connexion with the Afri-| ; 
| to be effectual, 
l the cause of the malady. 


A remedy tor these evils, in order 
must be directed to 
| lHlence the 
Hibernian Society, determined to ‘as 
/Fect its prine ipal attention to the 

| struction of the ris Ine veneration, ae 
! the dissemination ofthe Sacred Se rip 
jtures. Schools were accordingly in- 
| tastituted ou the most advantageous 
system, for the instruction of the 
youth and children; and Bibles not 
only distributed in great numbers, 
among Old and young, but the most 
assiduous pains were taken, by suit. 
jable agents, to cause them to be care- 
| fully read, and thei coatents under- 
| stood. -. he Ano. 7 hie ‘ports of this 
| Society, furnish the most pleasing 


| 
! 
' 
j 
t 





evidence of the uulity of this interest 
i} ing institution, 

The the Jast year 
amounted to 954, and the number of 
jchildren under jastruction to: 94520 

During the last nine years the Soct- 
- has distributed, chietly among 
the Roman Catholic poor ot tre land. 
4 60,000 ‘Testaments, and 6.000 Bibles. 
We extract from the Appendix of the 
last Report, some of the most str king 
testimomes to the blessing of God ap 
the Society's labours : 


schools in 
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Of one place, a correspondent 
writes—— 

Some years since, nothing was to be seen 
here but profaveness—the Lord’s Day pro- 
faned by every description of wickedness, 
by all classes of its inhabitants, But how 
great is the change! No longer are the 
einidren to be seen ranoing to behold the 
idle and depraved sports of the older imhabi- 
tants: but you now sce them, clean and or- 
derly, with their ttle books under their | 
arms, going to or returning from school , or, | 

| 





ip the evening, sittieg at thei doors, com- 
mitting tu inemory their tasks for the ensu.- 
ine day. There are no public scenes of 
wickedness tu be seen here now, so great ts 
the change winch religious instruction has 
wrought, if notin the beart, at least in the | 
external conduct. 

Another correspondent says—— 

Old persons whom | met with in my tra 
vels, say that a great change has taken place | 
in the sentiments, anda general reformation | 
in the conduct of the people, in consequence 





of the civeulation of the Holy Seriptures, | 
“When Lwas young,” said an old man, “1. 
saw nothing but bad examples, and jorned | 


myself in horse-races, dances, foot-ball, and 


every evil work, on the Sabbath-day ; and | 


there Was ho remorse of conscience in the 
promoters of these things, so that chareh | 
and mass were attended at the usual hour. | 
Rut, now, the language of heaven proceeds | 
from every mouth—the Serptures are then 
thegne—aged parents, learnon Sabbathdays, 
the lessons and tasks given their children on 
week days—the children istruet the father | 
and mother, aad toe parents a-k for an ex 
planation of whatthey read. The old things 
have indeed passed away, and all things | 
are become new.” | 

One of the persons employed as 
public readers of the Irish Scriptures | 
states— 

I was really surprised to see the know- | 
ledge and clear views whieh both old and | 
young have of the Seriptures. Surely the 
Lord is among them, and is doing wonders | 
ro this once barren wilderness, through the 
instrumentality of the Society, asthey them- | 
selves acknowledge with thankfulness. The) 
change wrought tn the minds and in the con- 
duct of the people is so evident, that it ex 
cites the admiration of the aged, who were 
acquainted with the former state of the coun- 
try. They remark, that some extraordinary 
power accompanies the reading of the Serip- , 
tures, and causes this great reformation on 
minds of the people, to which they were 
heretofore strangers. | heard an old man 


observe—** In my time, some of the children 
were s> averse to Jearning, that their pa- 
rents were under the necessity of compelling | 
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[them to go to school; but, now, they are 


so eager for jearning, that they can scarcely 
wait for their breakfast ; and, while at home, 
you will hardly see the Testament a minute 
out of their habds bot tind them engaged in 
committing their tasks to memory: and, 
indeed, it ig delightful to listen to these ehil- 
dren reading the Word of God, instead of 
their fighting and quarrelling one with any- 
ther.” 

Another of the Irish readers writes 

I rejoice to witness, in my travels from 
day today, the success which attends the 
reading of the Word of God. I visited about 
120 schowls daring the time | was in this 
part of the couutry, and beheld, in all, evi- 
dence that the tinger ot God wrought among 
them, and that instruction afforded the chil- 
dren made them dutiful to their parents and 
viderly im their general conduct, 

To the benefits arising from adult 
evening schools one correspondent 
bears this testimony :— 

Iam bappy that the committee appreci- 
ate so justly the importance of the wight 
schools for the adults, aud the labours of the 
Sunday aud Irish readers, Our day schools 
apply to the rising generations aud convey 
into the minds vf those, who are prepanug 
for an entrance into the world, those priaci- 
ples which will, it is hoped, arrest the pro- 
gress of that system, which bas hitherto re- 
tarded the career of moval improvement 
among the great minass of the population bere : 
While the night schools and the labours of 
the village readers apply to the adult popu- 
lation of all ages, even to the hoary head ; 
for grandfathers of a numerous posterity at- 
tend with dehght to the wonders which the 
Book of God brings to their ears, through the 
rcaders employed by the Society, 

Of one of the evening schools a 
visiter writes,— 

Fifty-eight were present ; viz one grand- 
father, sesen fathers, twenty-uine other 
adults, and twenty-one lads —Forty-two of 
the persons on the roll are Protestants, and 
twenty five Catholics; the whole of whom 
manifest a great desive fur instruction aud 
tv obtain the Holy Scriptures, 

Of another evening school a visiter 


|| Savs—— 


t never bebeld such a beautiful sight as I 
did here. Seventy-one adults were present, 
the youngest of them about sixteen, aud 
some as old as sixty: they consist of both 
sexes; and, from their answers to the ques- 
tions put them, and the love and zeal « hich 
they manifest, hopes are entertained of the 
real conversion of many of them. We stop- 
ped till late at night, being employed in 
reading and searching the Scriptures. At 
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parting, each of them requested that | would {} 
return their sincere thanks to the Society | 


An| 


for the tustruction which they received 
old man, in the name of them all spoke as 
follows-—** Give our love aud thanks to the | 
Society, for what they have doue for us. | 
I remember the time when there was not the 
least spark of religion in all this country ; 
all were iavolved in ignorance, and there 
were none to show us the way of peace : 
had 


no Bibles or Testaments to direct us, | 


we |) 


and none to pity us, until the Society began | 


to labour among us 3 and they gave us plenty || 


of Bibles and Pestaments ; and, by the in- | 
strumentatitv of these books, our feet are 
fixed on the Rock of Ages, which can never 
be moved. Glory be to God, and many | 
thanks to them!'”’ 

Scenes hke the following are truly | 
interesting :— | 

Your heart would rejoice to behold what I | 
often see in my travels. In avillage, where | 
until lately, the Scriptures were unknown, | 
I found an old man, nearly an bundred years | 
old, sitting on a large stool, with a Bible ina 
his hand, and many of his neighbours, who 
after their labour bad come to hear him read. 
Two grand-children were at his knee, instruc. 
ting him ; and, as the poor o'd man went on | 
reading in a faultering manner, the children 
would occasionally correct him, saving,— 
‘* Grandfather, that ts not the word: this is 
the word,” 

We shall close these extracts with 
a striking influence of the practical 
influence of the Scriptures :— 

A family, who had held a large farm, for 
some years, at a very trifling rent, yet, 
through idleness and sloth, remained in the 
greatest poverty. A Bible found its way 
into their habitation, and also two Testa- 
ments, by means of the children attending 
the free school, These books proved the 
vreatest blessing. The Bible is read on the 
Sabbath and at leisure hours, and the chil- 
dren are reading the Testament in commit. 
ting their daily tasks to mewiory; so that 
the Scriptures are constantly the subject of 
conversation, Both the young and old of 
the family are become careful aud industri- 
ous. These people, who were once the ob- 
jects of pity, are now the subjects of admi- 
ration to all around them; and are diligent 
in business, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord. Their ground, which, for hundreds 
of years back, was waste and barren, pro- 
ducing nothing but heath and rushes, is now 
reclaimed and cultivated: instead of their 
former poverty and nakedness, their bodies 
are comfortably fed and clothed ; and, what 
is infinitely better, | hope their souls are 
also fed with heavenly food, and clothed with | 
the righteousuess ut Christ, 











continues to 
|i which its excellence so welldeserves: 
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FDUDATION SOCIETIES. 
The system of mutual instruction, 
receive the attention 


not only in Great Britain, bat in the 


}diflerent countmes ot the continent 


From the Sixteenth Report ot the 
British Society tor Domestic and Fo- 
reign Schools, and its Appendix, the 
following statements in relation of the 
progress of education abroad, is de 
rived, 

The tollowing extracts are from 
the Report ot the Society of Hlemen 
tary Instruction, at Paris. 

* We are particularly indebted to 
the government for the encourage- 
ment which it bestows on our exer- 
tions. 

*'The total number of schools in 
action on the first of October, 1821, 
was 1546: during the last year there 
has been an increase of more than 
200. Ali our departments contain 
several schools : the average number 
in each is eighteen. Of the 1ad6 
above mentioned, 1252 are recog- 
nised by official accounts. 

*'The government has aided, du 
ring the last year, about 100 schools, 
and the Society of Paris the same 
number, 

“It miy be calculated, if we in. 
clude the military schools, that the 
1546 schools can receive 170,000 
scholars. ‘Che 1232 schools, with 
which the Society is connected, can 
admit 129,000 scholars. 

“If some are disappointed, that 
their expectations have not, in every 
respect, been fully realized, let them 
turn to the portion of good that has 
been effected. In 1820, ten hundred 
and seventy thousand, five hundred 
children received instruction, tn 1817 
the number was only eight hundred 
and sixty-eight thousand: thus, in 3 
years, there 1s an increase of two hun- 
dred and two thousand five hundred. 

* By the details given, it appears. 
that all the schools in France receive, 
on the average, euch 38 scholars. 
The schools for mutual instruction 
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admit 197, and could receive mth 
The expense of 27,581 schools, re- | 
quisite for the nation on the old pian, | 
may be estimated at seventeen milli- | 
ons of francs, at least: which might | 
be reduced to five millions :—and, | 
moreover, with the sum at present exr- 
pended, all the male population of 
France might be instructed. if the mode 
of mutual instruction were adopted. 
(To be continued.) 


ee 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
(Continued from page 192.) 

It is with pleasure we are enabled 
to state that a commodious Episcoyal 
church was opened in Wheeling, Va. 
on the 14th of November last, by the 
Rev. John Armstrong, the Rector. 
The edifice is sixty by forty-tive teet 
in dimensions, and contains seventy- 
two commodious pews on the floor, 
with extensive galleries. ‘The cor- 
ner stone of this sanctuary,the second 
ever built for religious purposes 
this flourishing town, was laid on the 
9th of May—and in the rapidity of 








its erection, the style of its execution, 
and the attendance of a joyous and 
interested concourse, on the solem- 
nities of divine worship performed 
at its newly erected altars, we per- 
ceive the grounds of a favourable 
anticipation in regard to the future 
prospects of the Episcopal congre- 
zation in that place. 
MISSIONARY REINFORCEMENT. 

The American Board for Foreign 
Missions contemplate sending a large 
reinforcement to the Sandwich Is- 
lands in the course of next summer 
or fall. {ft will probably consist of 
two ordained missionaries, two phy- 
sicians, a farmer, two carpenters, 
who can also work at ship-building, 
a cabinet-maker, a blacksmith, and 
two or three school-masters, most of 
them married men; several young 
natives of the islands, who are now 
at the Foreign Missionary School, 
will return with this family. It is 
contemplated that not less than thirty 
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persons will compose this mission. 
| Rel. Remembraacer. | 


| 


FEBRUARY, 


It is announced in the Northern 
Sentinel that the Rev. Daniel Has- 
kell, A. M. has been chosen Presi- 
dent of the University of Vermont, 
at Burlington; and James Dean, A.M. 
A. A. 8. Professor of Mathematics 
and Natural Philosophy. It is ex- 
pected that the President elect will 
enter on the duties of the office at 
the commencement of the next term. 

The Baltimore Tract Society has 
sold and distributed gratuitously near- 
ly 32,000 tracts the last year, and 
has on hand 55,000. The whole 
number published since the formation 
of the so lety is 123,000 Itis sup- 
ported by different denominations of 
christians, who harmonize in active 
exertions for promoting the objects 
of the institution. 





OBITVARY. 

From the Boston Missionary Herald. 

Departed this life, the Rev. Samvet 
Newer, Missionary at Bombay, of 
the cholera morbus, after an illness 
of only twelve hours. This sorrow- 
ful event took place on the 30th of 
May. No other particulars were 
communicated to Mr. Bardwell. 

The death of Mr. Newell will be 
felt very tenderly by many friends 
of missions, in all parts of the world, 
He was one of the first, who offered 
themselves, for the service of Christ 
among the heathen. Soon after the 
Board of Foreign Missions was form- 
ed, he was received as a Missionary, 
and, ailer various preparatory stu- 
dies, embarked for the east in Feb. 
1812. Not being permitted to stay 
in Bengal, he took passage for tha 
Isle of France, where his beloved 
wife expired in Noy. of the same 
year. He afterwards spent some 
time in Ceylon, and prepared the 
way for the American Mission there. 
After the missionaries became estab- 
lished at Bombay, he joined them, 
and there remained, as a faithful la- 
bourer, till summoned away from this 


world of sin and toil. 




















